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Examination of student learning is ongoing and 

ever-present 

Academic department reports from 2011-2012 illustrate many ways 

that student learning is being demonstrated across all levels at 

Wagner College. The Committee on Learning Assessment (CLA) is 

reviewing those reports, and future issues of this newsletter will 

highlight activities within departments. Also this year, the CLA is 

analyzing student work related to critical thinking and civic thinking, 

and is collecting samples of formal writing for analysis next year. 

 

 

Bringing Theory to Practice (BTtoP) project 

demonstrates benefits of service learning 

Research conducted within the First-Year Program during the 2010-2012 

academic years demonstrated that service learning and student well-

being are related positively. Students in LCs with some or all service 

learning reported higher levels of social, emotional, and psychological 

well-being than students in LCs with primarily field trips. In addition, 

students engaged in service learning had higher levels of “faculty-

student-site connection” and higher “experiential learning connection to 

the RFT” than students primarily engaged in field trips. 

“Faculty-student-site connection” was comprised of four factors: faculty 

communication with the site, orientation to experiential learning by 

faculty, orientation to experiential learning by the site, and faculty 

accompanying students to the site.  

These results reinforce the design of The Wagner Plan with its emphasis on 

experiential learning that explicitly connects students with communities 

off campus. Quality service learning experiences reflected a balanced 

reciprocal relationship among the students, faculty members, and 

community partners.  

 

 

Upcoming Events 

November-December 

 Experiential Learning surveys 

to be completed by 

students in FYP and SLCs. 

 

 Faculty in FYP and SLCs: 

upload samples of formal 

writing to Moodle 

Assessment site. 

 

 Students studying abroad or 

taking an EYH course 

complete Global 

Perspectives Inventory pre-

test; they complete a post-

test upon return. 

Fast Facts  

 For Fall 2011, 62% of FYP LCs 

involved service learning, 

67% involved field trips 

(many combine the two). 

 

 When LCs used service 

learning, 72% of the 

experiential learning hours 

were dedicated to service; 

when LCs used field trips, 

52% of hours were 

dedicated to field trips. 

 

 For students entering in the 

fall 2010 semester, there was 

no difference across type of 

experiential learning for 

retention after one year. 
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Resources for teaching and learning 

 

 
Featured websites 

www.learningoutcomesassessment.org 

The mission of NILOA, the National Institute on Learning Outcomes 

Assessment, is to “discover and disseminate ways that academic 

programs and institutions can productively use data [about student 

learning] to inform and strengthen undergraduate education” 

(paraphrased). The NILOA website is a comprehensive source for 

“making learning outcomes usable and transparent.” There are short 

case-studies of institutions that are engaged in good practice; a 

searchable database of articles, presentations, reports, books, and 

other websites; and links to very useful articles about teaching and 

learning in colleges and universities. 

 

www.facultyfocus.com 

This website offers concise ideas and tips for improving learning in 

and out of the classroom, with articles such as: 

 Teaching metacognition to improve student learning,  

 Informal writing assignments: Promoting learning through writing, 

and  

 Why is it difficult for students to learn the content in your field?  

The “App of the week” feature reviews apps for note-taking, fast 

feedback, speech-to-text, and many other purposes. The articles 

about effective classroom management and effective teaching 

strategies may be especially helpful for faculty teaching in the FYP, 

but are not only about teaching first-year students. 

 

Featured book 

Prefer to hold a book and not rely on the whims of wireless? Read on! 

Zubizarreta, J. (2004). The learning portfolio: Reflective practice for improving student learning. Boston: 

Anker Publishing Company. This portable paperback focuses on the use of portfolios by students to 

demonstrate evidence and outcomes of learning. Topics include teaching students how to foster effective 

reflection, keeping a “learning journal”, overcoming obstacles to the use of learning portfolios, and the use 

of e-portfolios. Case studies are presented; “Experiential learning portfolios in professional programs” is one 

that may be especially relevant for Wagner College. (available in Horrmann Library) 

 

 

 

 

Resources in Horrmann 

Library  

The Center for Teaching, 

Learning, & Research in the 

lower level of the Library has a 

collection of books and other 

resources that can guide efforts 

to create course assignments 

that align with desired learning 

outcomes, and require students 

to demonstrate learning in a 

variety of ways. 

For a list of books, go to: 

www.wagner.edu/academics/ 

assessment 
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