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Department reports highlight learning 

Academic department reports from 2011-2012 illustrate many ways 

that student learning is being demonstrated across all levels at 

Wagner College. Questions embedded in final exams and asked 

over multiple semesters allow the department of Biological Sciences 

to track student achievement on selected learning outcomes, and 

do not require students to do additional (and seemingly 

miscellaneous) work. Similarly, questions are embedded in tests in 

Mathematics, and Philosophy and Religious Studies. The English 

department assesses student writing across four courses across the 

major using regular course assignments as the basis for assessment. 

 

Students gain skills in information literacy  

According to the Association of College Research Librarians, an 

information literate individual is able to: 

 determine the extent of information needed,  

 access, evaluate, and use that information effectively, and   

 understand the legal and social issues surrounding the use and 

access of that information. 

The instructional goals of the Horrmann Librarians and staff members align 

with these outcomes, and Fall 2012 was the first semester of pre- and 

post-testing for information literacy skills of first-year students. Librarian 

Cathy Perkins worked with FYP faculty members to test students’ 

knowledge of sources, citations, and issues related to the use of sources; 

she then taught students about the components of information literacy, 

and students were tested later to measure the gains they had made. 

Scores on the pre-test averaged 78%; scores on the post-test averaged 

85%.   

Questions related to scholarly journals and sources were most 

problematic, affirming the need to address these aspects of academic 

literature and research with first-year students. For example, on the pre- 

test, 75% of students were unable to identify the “best source for the most               

current research on a narrowly specialized topic”, while 38% were unable                                                            

to do so on the post-test.            

       

 

 

Upcoming Events 

February 

 Technology and pedagogy 

virtual focus groups, sponsored 

by the Center for Teaching, 

Learning, and Research, the IT 

department, and the Provost’s 

Office. Contact Dr. Katia 

Gonzalez to participate. 

o Fri., Feb. 15, noon-1:30  

o Weds., Feb. 20, 4:30-6:00  

 

 Reminder – faculty teaching in 

FYP and SLCs upload formal 

writing samples from two 

students per LC to Moodle 

Assessment page. 

 

Fast Facts 
 

Students completed the FYE 

survey during the 4th week of the 

fall 2012 semester.  Asked about 

time spent, they responded: 

 

 91% of students had enough 

time for coursework 

 6% of students spent < 1 

hour/day studying, 46% of 

students spent 1-2 hours/day 

studying, 42% of students 

spent 3-4 hours/day studying 

 37% of students spent 5 < 

hours/day socializing face to 

face, 14% of students spent 3<  

hours/day on social networking 

or video games 
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Information literacy continued… 

Other areas of weakness, as demonstrated on the post-test: 

 Best sources for current statistics 

 How to find appropriate web sites for research: evaluation criteria 

 How to incorporate primary sources into a research paper 

In addition, first-year students were asked to complete an online 

interactive tutorial about plagiarism called "You Quote It, You Note It!".  

Sixty-one percent of students completed the tutorial and a follow-up quiz; 

their average score was 89%. Students had difficulty identifying examples 

of unacceptable paraphrasing, and whether to cite famous/well-known 

speeches/phrases. 

Next steps in improving and assessing information literacy are to make 

sure all first-year RFTs have at least one instructional session (and two 

sessions whenever possible) in the Library, and to incorporate advanced 

instruction and assessment in the Senior LCs.  

 

 Student engagement, grades, and retention 

The Committee on Learning Assessment has been examining student 

engagement data from the National Survey on Student Engagement 

(NSSE), high school GPA, and first-year retention. The key finding is that 

generally, for all students regardless of high school GPA, the higher the 

NSSE engagement score (the more students participate in 

educationally purposeful activities), the higher the rate of retention. In 

other words, when it comes to increasing retention, students’ high 

school GPA is less important than what they do while they are at 

Wagner. The implications of this conclusion will be considered by the 

CLA and faculty members in the FYP. In addition, spring focus groups 

with students will explore their experiences and the meaning that they 

make of the data. 

 

Featured book 

Prefer to hold a book and not rely on the whims of wireless? Read on! 

Huba, M. E, & Freed, J. E. (2000). Learner-Centered Assessment on College Campuses: Shifting the Focus 

from Teaching to Learning. Needham Heights, MA: Allyn and Bacon. With chapters on “Setting direction 

with intended learning outcomes”, “Using feedback from students to improve learning”, and “Using rubrics 

to provide feedback to students”, this book provides practical examples that guide faculty members from 

a mindset of imparting information to facilitating learning. (available in Horrmann Library)  

 

 

Featured website 

Measuring Quality in Higher 

Education 

http://apps.airweb.org/surveys/ 

Default.aspx 

 

“This web site provides an 

inventory of resources designed 

to assist higher education 

faculty and staff in the 

challenging task of assessing 

academic and support 

programs as well as institutional 

effectiveness, more broadly.” It 

includes instruments; software 

tools and platforms; 

benchmarking systems and 

data resources; projects, 

initiatives and services. 
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