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 Civic engagement is the action that 

is taken to impact the community; 
civic thinking is what prepares 
students to participate in civic 
action (Ehrlich, 2000). 

 
Promoting critical thinking and citizenship 
are two institutional goals of Wagner 
College. Critical Thinking for Civic Thinking 
(CT2) assesses critical thinking in the 
context of civic engagement by asking 
students to: 
•critically examine an issue  
and   
•describe a civic action plan to deal with 
that issue involving the larger community.  
 
The (CT)2 Project began in 2007 as NSF-
sponsored SENCER research coordinated 
through four institutions, including Wagner 
College. Instructor-created, course-
embedded exercises presented open-
ended, purposely ambiguous scenarios that 
challenged students to weigh evidence, 
formulate hypotheses and evaluate the 
validity of conclusions within a 
sociopolitical context that also required a 
civic action plan.  It now has been 
institutionalized to assess components of 
the General Education Program. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Courses in the First-Year Program (FYP) 
and Senior Learning Communities (SLCs) 
that represented all division of the 
College were selected to participate in 
CT2, and all students in those courses 
were given the assignment. Faculty 
members agreed to grade the assignment 
and count the grade as five percent or 
more toward the overall course grade.  
 
Separate from those grades, ratings were 
done by members of the Committee on 
Learning Assessment using taxonomies 
developed during the SENCER project. 
 
Students were given 45 minutes to write a 
response to the following general prompt 
(students in some courses were given a 
prompt specific to the discipline or course 
topic): 
 

Choose a controversial topic or social 
problem that you have studied recently.  
Critically evaluate at least two different 
sides or viewpoints of the issue.  Next, 
consider a solution for solving the 
controversy or problem considering the 
impact on the local community, all the way 
up to a global level.  For example, you may 
look at your solution within the perspectives 
of your town, region, state, the nation and/or 
the world. 

METHOD 

Results showed similar patterns for first-
years and seniors: 

 

 Mean scores for Civic Thinking were 
similar for first-years (2.25) and seniors 
(2.21), but scores were more polarized 
for seniors (more scores of 1 and 5). 

 

RESULTS CONCLUSIONS 

 Improvement in civic thinking is 
correlated positively with 
improvement in critical thinking.  

 Improvement in critical thinking, 
however, is not correlated with 
improvement in civic thinking. 
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 Mean scores for Critical Thinking were 
similar for first-years (3.05) and seniors 
(3.12), but scores were more polarized 
for seniors (fewer scores of 2). 
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Assessing Critical Thinking and Civic Thinking (CT2) 

Improvement in civic thinking correlates 
positively with improvement in critical thinking
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Improvement in critical thinking does not 
correlate with improvement in civic thinking
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