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Chai Society Mission Statement 
 
Through its active support of Jewish studies, Jewish life and program-
ming dedicated to the Holocaust and Israel, the Chai Society aims to 
strengthen Wagner College’s relationship with the greater Jewish, Stat-
en Island community and beyond. 
 
Our mission is to inform, inspire and awaken future generations to 
the ramifications of anti-Semitism, prejudice and racism as well as the 
dynamism of Jewish culture and heritage.  Programming will aim to 
further knowledge and understanding as well as foster tolerance, 
peace and positive action.  To advance this vital mission, we will lead 
the development of a permanent Holocaust Center on the Wagner 
College campus – a center that will feature both significant physical 
and digital resources accessible to all for years to come.   
 

Wagner College Mission 
 
Wagner College, founded in 1883, prides itself on the diversity of its 
students and commitment to the community it serves.  Today, Wag-
ner College continues to build on its longstanding commitment 
through its recruitment of students from all groups: religious, ethnic, 
racial, sexual, demographic and cultural. 
 
Wagner College prepares students for life as well as careers, by em-

phasizing scholarship, achievement, leadership, and citizenship.  Wag-

ner offers a comprehensive educational program that is anchored in 

the liberal arts, experiential and co-curricular learning, interculturalism, 

interdisciplinary studies, and service to society that is cultivated by a 

faculty dedicated to promoting individual expression, reflective prac-

tice, and integrative learning.   



Dear Friends, 
 
I would like to personally thank you for joining us 
this evening as we celebrate over two decades of 
concerted community and faculty dedication to the 
growth and appreciation of Jewish culture and herit-
age on campus. Due to the support and tireless ef-
forts of people like you and special organizations 
like our Chai Society, Wagner has continued to 
strengthen its commitment to Jewish values and identity. 
 
As Wagner’s President, I am both proud and grateful for the impact 
our Chai Society has made on the College.  Its role in helping to 
evolve our Holocaust studies, deepening of partnerships within the 
community, and its unwavering support of Wagner’s Holocaust Ed-
ucation & Programming Center is what makes the Society vital to 
the progression of the College. 
 
Proceeds from tonight’s dinner will continue to provide funding for 
the Wagner College Holocaust Education & Programming Center, 
whose mission is to educate future generations about prejudice, anti
-Semitism and racism as well as create a space for learning and re-
flection.  With exhibits, lectures, theatre programming, and special 
Holocaust commemorations, the Center continues to implement 
diverse programs for the community and foster mutual respect, 
peace and positive action. 
 
Thank you again, for all you do and enjoy this special evening.    
 
Sincerely, 

 
Richard Guarasci 
President 

 Dr. Guarasci with Elie Wiesel  
during Commencement 2012 



 

Dear Friends of the Chai Society: 

Thank you so much for, once again, showing your support for this 
year’s Chai Society Community Mitzvah Awards Dinner.  Although 
we are celebrating our 10th Community Mitzvah Awards Dinner, 
the Chai Society is actually celebrating its 13th anniversary this  
evening.  Thanks to supporters like you, this year’s dinner, as it 
turns out, is our most successful yet! 

 

Congratulations to this evening’s honorees:  Rachel Roth, Rabbi 
Gerald Sussman, Melissa Rabinovich, Mark Weissman,, and Julia 
Loria ‘17.  You are all examples of what makes the Chai Society at 
Wagner College so special.  Having such prominent role models 
such as tonight’s honorees, joining  the ranks of our previous  
Mitzvah Award recipients, furthers our mission to grow and deepen 
the Jewish educational experience at Wagner College. 

 

Events such as tonight, where everyone’s hard work and dedication 

truly make our committee, and the role of us as Co-Chairs, know 

why we do what we do.  Thank you to EVERYONE for everything 

you have done to make tonight a success.  It is through your hard 

work and dedication that we are able to continue and to grow our 

focus in the years to come.  Thank you again. 

 

 

 

Robin Lefkowitz M’97     Kimberly Avis            Victor Avis 

Co-Chairs of the Chai Society 



 
 
 
Marcia Klein, long-time Chai Board Member, 
was recognized as a Staten Island Advance 
Woman of Achievement,  April 2017. 

Victor and Kim Avis, Co-Chairs  Orit Lender 

Robin Lefkowitz M’97, Co-Chair J.R. Rich 

Dr. Ronald Avis Manny Saks 

Bryn Biren Cory Schifter 

Dennis and Elaine Bloomfield Damian Slattery 

Rachel Borenstein Linda Steinman 

Kenneth Byalin Hon. Philip Straniere ‘69 M’73 

Aletta ’65 H’15 & Bob Diamond Nancy Tricorico 

Stephen Greenwald Rabbi Dr. Abraham Unger 

Rabbi Michael Howald Frank Weile 

Taube Import Dr. Lori Weintrob 

Marcia and Monroe ’66 Klein   Orly Wiseman 

 Dr. Aleksandra Zagorin 

Special Thanks to our Board Members: 

http://wagner.edu/profile/stephen.greenwald
http://wagner.edu/profile/aleksandra.zagorin


Dear Friends, 
 

 At the beginning of the month of May 
we celebrated Yom Haatzmaut, Israel Independ-
ence Day. It is a day when we commemorate the 
rebirth of Jewish sovereignty. Israel is a state-
ment about the nature of contemporary Jewish 
identity. It empowers Jewry to take control of its 
own destiny. The story of Israel is a lesson in 
sheer determination and the power of human 
will. Diaspora Jewry has learned from Israel to 

stand fearlessly.  
 As we build Wagner's Holocaust Center, we understand the 
significance of a Jewish community taking into its own hands the 
transmission of its narrative. Not only will we not forget, but we 
will remind and draw out from our history a strength and resolve 
to teach and learn from our experience so that justice is always at 
the forefront of human purpose. The idea of Israel, as much as its 
reality, compels us to seek out what is right and what is good, be-
cause the opposite is never acceptable. Our contribution at Wagner 
is to frame that pursuit through a student and faculty driven Holo-
caust Center. 
 In addition, we revived this year the Chai Society Jewish 
Culture lecture series, and Hillel is alive and blooming.  
 As we reflect upon the meaning of Israel this seasonal, we 
reflect too upon the role our Holocaust Center is already taking on 
campus and in communities to which it is reaching out. We think 
about the future of a vibrant Jewish life on campus. Overall, fram-
ing these efforts and more, is a renewed presence of a post War 
Jewry infused with the empowerment Israel stands for, and our 
own communal mission to bring a powerful civic engagement into 
the public square. The Chai Society is doing just that at Wagner, 
and that commitment to unleashing the voice of Jewish experience 
is what Torah asks for today.  
 
Rabbi Abraham Unger, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Government and Politics department 



Holocaust Survivors of Staten Island 

Tragedy and Resilience: 



 

 Wagner College’s Holocaust Center has connected survivors to 
over 2,000 students at more than ten schools, most recently two yeshivas, 
Jewish Foundation School and Manhattan Day School, as well as LaGuar-
dia HS, New World Prep, New Ventures HS and Staten Island Acade-
my.  As Margot Capell, Shirley Gottesman, Miriam Jacobs, Brenda 
Perelman, Rachel Roth, Hannah Steiner and Egon Salmon shared 
their courageous histories, students have felt personally impacted—as 
shown in our 1st Annual Holocaust art/poetry contest. As intern 
Jazmine Minner ’17 stated, “we are inspired to see the world differently and stand 
up more strongly against prejudice.”  
 

This fall, we hosted Israeli Consul General Dani Dayan along-
side local Jewish and civic leaders in partnership with the Council of Jew-
ish Organizations of Staten Island. To honor an eyewitness to Kris-
tallnacht and WWII veteran, we inaugurated the Egon J. Salmon and Family 
Commemoration of Kristallnacht and the S.S. St. Louis.  2015 National Jewish 
Book Award Winner Rabbi Joseph Polak, an infant survivor of Bergen-
Belsen, discussed his poetic memoir. For Sukkot, Vincente Marmarole, 
President of the Italy and the Holocaust Foundation, presented a film My 
Italian Secret: The Forgotten Heros on the rescue of 80% of Italy’s Jews.   

 

Led by Wagner College’s Theater Faculty--ranked #1 in the Na-
tion by Princeton Review--a new performance project “We Will Carry the 
Word” connects us to the Holocaust Theater International Initiative. For 
Yom Ha’Shoah, at Lincoln Center NYPL for the Performing Arts, our 
faculty participated in readings from Elie Wiesel’s play “A Black Canopy, 
A Black Sky” (1968).  Art History Professor Laura Morowitz, won an 
NEH grant for her research on Gustav Klimt and the erasure of Jewish 
culture in Vienna.  I want to thank her for serving as interim Director dur-
ing my sabbatical.  She beautifully led a tribute to Elie Wiesel featuring 
readings by our HILLEL students and Dr. Erin McGlothlin of Wash-
ington University.   

 

Zachor…Never Forget.  Thank you again for helping us to deepen 
our outreach on campus, in Jewish and interfaith communities and in 
schools.   

 

Prof. Lori R. Weintrob, Director 



Community Mitzvah Awards  
Thursday, May 11, 2017 

 
 
 

Welcome…………...…Masters of Ceremony,  Dr. Victor Avis 
 
 

Wagner Welcome………..….…President Dr. Richard Guarasci 
 
 

Performances 

 
 

Blessing….…………………............Rabbi Dr. Abraham Unger 
 
 

Salad is served 

 

Performances 

 

Dinner is served 

 
 

Chai Society Welcome….…….Dr. Victor Avis, Chai Co-chair  
 

Special Presentation 
 
 
 

PRESENTATION OF HONOREES 

  
  

 

Dessert is served 

 



   

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD 
 

Rachel Roth  

Introduced by Ram Roth 

 
 

OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY MEMBER AWARD 
 

Melissa Rabinovich 

Introduced by Oleg Rabinovich 

 

Rabbi Gerald Sussman 

Introduced by Monroe Klein 

 

Mark Weissman 

Introduced by   

Gabrielle Tricorico ’16 & Ryan Arazi 

 

OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD 
 

Julia Loria ’17 

Introduced by  Dr. Lori Weintrob 



ABOUT THE PERFORMERS 

 
 
Sabrina Kalman ’18 
Sabrina Kalman is a junior Theatre Performance major at Wagner Col-
lege. Her favorite WCT credits include La Cage Aux Folles (Marie Din-
don), A Chorus Line (Val), Avenue Q (Girl Bear/ Mrs. T), and Anything 
Goes (Angel). Sabrina is very excited to be  joining the Surflight Theatre 
Company on Long Beach Island for their 2017 summer season!  
 
Michael Pinto ’10,  Musical Director 
Matthew Hosmer is a Wagner College Theatre graduate, class of 2013. 
Some of his favorite credits with WCT include The School For Lies, Uri-
netown, My Fair Lady, and Jesus Christ Superstar. Since graduating he contin-
ues to work with various companies as music director and pianist on such 
productions as Damn Yankees (WCT), Next to Normal, A Grand Night For 
Singing (Hemlock), and Little Shop of Horrors. Next up, Matthew will be 
playing in the pit with Plays In the Park and will be music directing Big 
Fish with Hemlock Theatre Co.  
 
Michael Tennenbaum, Director  
Michael Tennenbaum is a teacher, actor and director who has served as 
artistic director for The Brooklyn Arts Group, The Good Medicine Com-
pany and NeverLand Theatre Company, the community theatre in resi-
dence at The Center For The Arts at The College of Staten Island.  He is 
currently on the faculty of the Theatre Department at Wagner College 
where he has directed Stage One productions of Loose Knit, Catholic School 
Girls, The School For Lies, and Zombie Prom, as well as the reading of last 
year's Stanley Award winner, The Good Bet, as well as Monty Python’s Spa-
malot and Damn Yankees for Wagner’s Main Stage Theatre. In addition to 
directing this evening’s performance, Michael served as a 2015 Stanley 
Drama reader. 
 
Amy Williams 
Amy Williams is an actress and singer who has been teaching at Wag-
ner College since 2001.  She received her BFA from SUNY Binghamton 
and her MFA in Acting from Cornell University. 
  
 



 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD RECIPIENT 

                                                  Rachel Roth   
 

The teenage daughter of a well-respected journal-
ist, Rachel Roth grew up in Warsaw, the capital 
of Poland.  After the Nazi occupation of Poland, 
in September 1939, her father was quickly target-
ed and forced to flee to Palestine through Russia. 
The remaining family was forced into the War-
saw Ghetto. Losing her family members in the 
summer of 1942, Rachel suffered from hunger 
and forced labor. At age 17, Rachel managed to 
smuggle for the underground resistance a few 

weapons used in the heroic Warsaw Ghetto uprising in April 1943. 
The Nazis caught and deported Rachel and her aunt Hela. Rachel 
faced hard labor, illness and deprivation in three concentration 
camps; Majdanek, Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen. To sustain hope 
and stave off their hunger, she would eloquently visualize to other 
camp inmates the elaborate Shabbat dinners in her home before the 
war. One older prisoner in Majdanek made Rachel promise to sur-
vive and write about her experiences.  
 
After the war, Rachel was reunited with her father in Palestine and 
began life anew, sharing in the formation of the State of Israel and 
raising a family.  Facing financial hardship, the family moved to the 
United States in late 1967 arriving with six dollars in hand. Working 
65 hours a week, she and her husband built a quilt and linen business 
from scratch. Rachel and Shlomo accomplished the American 
dream, buying their first home in 1973 on Staten Island. They con-
tinued to grow their family having a fifth child with Downs Syn-
drome, Masha.  Rachel’s many varied roles in life now included be-
ing a mainstreaming activist (before it was fashionable) ensuring that 
her daughter would get the best education possible. While continu-
ing to manage the quilt store in Brooklyn, she acted as general con-
tractor for the construction of a home on Todt Hill. They enjoyed 
life on Staten Island until 2008 when they moved closer to their  

ABOUT THE HONOREE 



grandchildren in Manhattan. Rachel often returns to local schools 
and colleges to educate our youth about the darkest period of 
modern history. More than ever she reminds us not to allow ha-
tred and intolerance to be permitted in our world.  
 
Today at a spry 92, Rachel, the author of Here There Is No 
Why (available in English, Spanish and Hebrew) talks about the 
Shoah at schools and synagogues in South Africa, Israel, Poland 
and New York. She received an honorary high school diploma 
from The Ramaz School in Manhattan for her contribution to the 
holocaust curriculum and for escorting 3 senior trips to Poland to 
give living testimony. She has spoken before the US State Depart-
ment as well Rafael Advanced Defense Systems and Israel Aero-
space Industries. 

 
Rachel has taken her adolescent experiences of death and destruc-
tion and become a hard working woman filled with life, joy, and 
meaning. Every day that she lives, breaths, and thrives is a victory 
against the hatred that threatened the Jewish people’s existence. 
She revels in the knowledge that she and her late husband, Shlo-
mo, have 51 descendants and counting including children, grand-
children, and great-grandchildren. Rachel is a living symbol of vic-
tory against Hitler and the Nazis. More importantly, she is a sym-
bol of perseverance, hope, and strength for us.  
 
Writing about his experience with Rachel as the survivor on the 
Ramaz High School Senior Journey to Germany and Poland, her 
grandson wrote; “I thought my grandmother was an amazing per-
son because she survived the Holocaust. I now know that my 
grandmother survived the Holocaust because she is an amazing per-
son.” At 92, she still swims and exercises daily and she continues to 
openly share her tears and laughter as she tells the story of her life 
experiences. Rachel is a true heroine for her family, Staten Island, 
the Jewish people, and humanity. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD RECIPIENT 

                                        Rachel Roth (Cont’d)   



OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY MEMBER AWARD 

Rabbi Gerald Sussman 
Two things come to mind that led me to the 
Rabbinate and my career.  The first is the sto-
ries which I drank in from my earliest child-
hood saints and of the homeless beggars who 
are really Elijah the prophet.  The second is my 
father’s hardware store. My father kept it as 
more of a place where people would talk poli-
tics and share their life experiences than a place  
of business   In the recounting of the immigrant 

working people that frequented the store,  I heard of the most pro-
found acts of love and the deepest and most touching spirituality. 

 I was also a good Hebrew School student and an active 
USYer. I felt deeply that Judaism pointed towards a world in which 
things were not what they seem and that great truths lay beyond ap-
pearances.   Judaism was a world of mystery which hinted at the 
profoundest puzzles that lie at the heart of existence.  As a college 
student I had the opportunity to study Talmud and Jewish texts and 
fell in love with them.    

 I entered the Jewish Theological Seminary and was ordained 
in 1979 and took a pulpit in Howell Township where I had had the 
privilege of interacting with the last of the Jersey Jewish farmers and 
then to Temple Emanu-El Staten Island in 1982.  

 Temple Emanu-El is a special place with 109 years of prayer 
soaked into the walls.  As a Rabbi I have tried to represent a tradi-
tional but at the same time loving and open approach to Judaism.  
My life has been enriched by Jewish and gentile colleagues who 
shared the interfaith work I have been proud to be active in. I am 
grateful for the support and understanding of the Temple Emanu-
El community whose members have been the focus of my life for 
the last 35 years.    

 I have tried to include and reach out to the marginal and the 
friendless and those in need because this is what my faith requires 
which has led me to serve as president of Project Hospitality. I am 
also proud to serve as chaplain of post 80 0f the Jewish War Veter-
ans and the Jewish Historical Society of Staten Island.  

ABOUT THE HONOREE 



OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY MEMBER AWARD 
 

Melissa Rabinovich 
 

 Melissa Rabinovich has been with 
Spectrum News NY1 for more than 19 years. 
As Executive Editor, Melissa oversees NY1’s 
Local Edition which has programming in 
Staten Island and Queens as well as NY1’s 
Rail and Road team, the Spectrum News Li-
censing Department and NY1's coverage of 
Fashion Week in NYC and other lifestyle top-
ics. Prior to NY1, Melissa was the Morning 
Show producer for News 12 Westchester and 
the Evening Producer for WICZ in Bing-

hamton. She is a Dean’s List graduate of Binghamton University. 
 
 Raised on Staten Island, Melissa is very active in the com-
munity. Melissa serves on the Board of Directors at On Your Mark, 
the Seton Foundation for Learning, the Iron Hills Civic Association, 
Chromosome 22 Central and the advisory board of Staten Island 
Tech. She is the former President of the Parent Guild at Seton and a 
member of the Borough President’s Council for People with Special 
Needs. Melissa is also active on the special needs committee at the 
Jewish Community Center. 
 
 Melissa has been named a Top 20 under 40 winner by the 
Staten Island Economic Development Corporation, a Top Woman 
on Staten Island by the Star Network, a Top Woman in Business by 
the Queens Courier and honored by the Home Reporter in Brook-
lyn. She also received the Next Generation Award from the JCC, 
the Media Award from the Iron Hills Civic Association, a Heart of 
Champion Award by the Frank J. Reali III Family Foundation, a 
community service award from Eden II and the Genesis Founda-
tion and she was honored by the organization Lifespire for her sup-
port of people with developmental disabilities. 
 
 Melissa's and her husband Oleg reside on Todt Hill and are 
the proud parents of 14-year-old Ethan, 11-yr-old Dylan and 10-
year-old Ava. 

ABOUT THE HONOREE 



 Mark Weissman has been a faculty member at 
Staten Island Academy for 27 years.  His passions for 
music and theater have helped him develop a thriving 
and rich arts curriculum at the Academy.  As Chair-
man of the Arts, Mark oversees both the performing 
and visual arts programs there, while teaching music 
and theater to students from grades 5 through 12.  He 
directs and produces three major productions a year.   
 

 Mark was raised in Metuchen, NJ, where his 
love for the arts was fostered by both his family and 

his educators. At Muhlenberg College, Mark majored in Music and Theater 
where he performed major roles in many of the main stage productions and 
became the first student to musical direct a production at the college. After 
college, Mark received his Master’s degree in Musical Direction for the Thea-
ter from Illinois State University.  
 

 Growing up, Mark was an active member of his local synagogue, sing-
ing with the choir and reading Torah throughout high school and choir.  For 
seven summers, Mark enjoyed further exploring his Jewish identity at Camp 
Ramah in the Berkshires, a camp designed for Conservative Jewish youth. 
Mark continues to sing with the choir at his current synagogue, Temple B’Nai 
Israel in Millburn, NJ.  
 

 Mark has always been interested in teaching music and theater in a 
socio-political context, exploring how the world around artists influenced 
their work.  Last fall, Rachel Roth visited with middle school students at Stat-
en Island Academy and shared her experience as a child of the Holocaust.  
Her visit inspired Mark to create “Butterflies and Children”, an exploration of 
music, literature and art that developed from children of the Holocaust.  With 
the collaboration of his amazing arts faculty, and utilizing firsthand accounts 
of children who survived, poetry written by children of concentration camps, 
stories written for children about the Holocaust and images created by chil-
dren of the camps, the Academy’s 5th and 6th graders presented an emotional 
evening of song, poetry, story and image reflecting the experience of the Hol-
ocaust through the eyes of a child.   
 

 Mark currently resides in West Orange, NJ, with his beloved husband 

Richard Johnson and their two adorable dogs, Roscoe and Gracie.   

ABOUT THE HONOREE 

OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY MEMBER AWARD 



OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD 

Julia Loria ’17 
 

 

 Julia Elisa Loria is a dual citizen (French Ameri-
can), with a major in International Business and a minor 
in Spanish. She is also a Third Generation Holocaust 
survivor and was an intern of the Wagner College Holo-
caust Education Center.   

 She has as strong passion for bridging cultures 
and civic engagement.  She has served as a French and 
Spanish tutor. Julia was the student representative for 

the Internationalization Council committee, working with Wagner faculty 
and deans to promote Internationalization on campus.  Julia Loria founded 
the International Café Event at Wagner to promote the study of languages, 
food and culture. This evolved into the International Connections Club, 
which expanded to over 100 members and also includes a mentoring pro-
gram for international students and holiday celebrations.  In Spring 2014, 
Julia Loria was awarded with the Internationalization council award.  

 She was an active freshman, sophomore and junior senator on stu-
dent government. She was awarded senator of the month several times and 
student government most valuable person.   

 In her junior year, Julia interned with the Wagner College Holocaust 
Education Center.  She used her Spanish skills to present for Kristallnacht 
the Salmon Family story as refugees from Leipzig, Germany to Bolivia, then 
Argentina and finally to Staten Island.  She appreciated interviewing and 
transcribing 96-year old Margot Capell’s testimony and teaching at Lavelle 
Preparatory Charter School. Julia is especially grateful for the relationship 
she built with Brenda and Moritz Perelman, survivors who are like adoptive 
grandparents to her.  She participated in a panel at the Joan and Alan Ber-
nikow JCC on Staten Island on the impact of the Holocaust on the 3rd gen-
eration and presented in honor of her grandfather who survived the holo-
caust.  Julia Loria organized a talk by Anne Heller, author of Hannah Arendt: 
A Life in Dark Times at Wagner College to discuss her controversial writing 
about Nazi War Criminal Adolf Eichmann’s 1961 trial.  She also participated 
in Hillel Shabbat Dinners and a model Passover Seder. 

 
 

ABOUT THE HONOREE 



2012 Chai Mitzvah Dinner 



2013 Chai Mitzvah Dinner 



2014 Chai Mitzvah Dinner 2014 Chai Mitzvah Dinner 



2015 Chai Mitzvah Dinner 



2016 Chai Mitzvah Dinner 



PAST CHAI SOCIETY HONOREES 

2008 

Ronald & Nancy Avis* 

Edith Susskind** 

Kimberlea Karper ‘09▪ 

Jared B. Katz ‘07▪ 

 

2009 

Honorable Ralph J. Lamberti* 

Dr. Dennis  & Elaine Bloomfield** 

David Norman ‘09▪ 

 

2010 

Richard & Lois Nicotra* 

Linda & Irwin Steinman** 

Emily Fishman ‘10▪ 

 

2011 

Jay  & Lucille Chazanoff* 

Devorah Lieberman & Roger Auerbach** 

Michael D. Schultz ‘12▪ 
 

 

* Community Member Award 

**  Chai Member Award 

▪ Outstanding Student Award 



PAST CHAI SOCIETY HONOREES 

 

2012 

Henry Salmon* 

Aletta ‘65 & Bob Diamond** 

Samantha R. Zanatta ‘12▪ 

2013 

Dr. Morton J. Kleiner* 

Monroe ‘66 & Marcia Klein** 

Arielle Richardson ‘14▪ 

2014 

President Richard & Carin Guarasci+  

Rabbi Dr. Abraham Unger* 

Sheldon Blackman* 

2015 

Egon J. Salmon+  

Larry Arann* 

Cory Schifter* 

Julia Teichman ’15▪ 

2016 
Brenda & Moritz Perelman+ 

 

Rabbi Michael Howald* 
 

Orit Lender* 
 

Manny Saks* 
 

Jennifer Weile ’16▪ 

* Community Member Award 

** Chai Member Award 

▪ Outstanding Student Award 

+ Special Recognition Award 



CHAI MITZVAH SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Madison Decker ‘17 

 

PAST SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

2008-09 

Samantha Zanatta* ‘12 
 

2009-10 

Samantha Zanatta* ‘12 

Sheldon Rozman ‘13 
 

2010-11 

Samantha Zanatta* ‘12 

Sheldon Rozman ‘13 

Heather Siegel ‘14 
 

2011-12 

Samantha Zanatta* ‘12 

Sheldon Rozman ‘13 

Heather Siegel ‘14 
 

2012-2013 

Sheldon Rozman ‘13 

Heather Siegel ‘14 

Jordan Bunshaft ‘15 

Rose Campbell ‘16 

2013-2014 

Heather Siegel ‘14 

Jordan Bunshaft ‘15 

Rose Campbell ‘16 

Madison Decker ‘17 

 

2014-2015 

Jordan Bunshaft ‘15 

Rose Campbell ‘16 

Madison Decker ‘17 

 

2015-2016 

Rose Campbell ‘16 

Madison Decker ‘17 

 

2016-2017 

Madison Decker ‘17 



 

HOLOCAUST EDUCATION & PROGRAMMING CENTER 

Holocaust Interns, 2016-17 

 

Riley Bartolomeo ’18  

Cameron Haffner ‘18  

Mackenzie Hart ‘20  

Ruth Kupperberg ’20  
(Hillel co-President) 

Jazmine Minner ’17   

Deryn Susman ’19 (Hillel co-President) 

Daniel Smith ‘18 

Laurianna Rosado, Grad. Asst. (inaugural year)  

3rd Generation survivors (former HC interns): 

Julia Loria ’17, Jennifer Weile ’16 

Why Remember the Holocaust? 

Wagner College Interns lead post-visit reflection at John Lavelle 
Preparatory Charter School on who is responsible for Nazi atroci-

ties and how to not be a bystander. 

Intern Mackenzie Hart with Grad Asst. Laurianna Rosado 

and Rashon Pleasants with Holocaust survivor Margot Capell at 

New World Preparatory Charter School, Spring 2017. 



Wagner College 

Holocaust Education  

An Intern’s Reflection 

 

Auschwitz Survivor Rachel Gottlieb, Nov. 2014, 
with interns Julia Teichman ’15 & Leo Schuchert ’15 

As a Third Generation Holocaust  survivor and an intern for the 

Holocaust Center of Wagner College,  I have made it my mission to 

remind  future generations of the severity of the Holocaust. “Never 

again!”  I believe it is vital to share the stories of survivors to engage 

the next generation.  In addition to teaching in schools, I also had the 

honor of finally transcribing the testimony of Margot Capell, who 

was interviewed by the Shoah Foundation over 20 years ago, then I 

went to her home.  This meant a lot to me.   

My own Grandfather survived the Holocaust and lost his 

family in Treblinka. By transcribing survivor’s  stories I feel it is 

honoring my Grandfather, who passed away when I was five years 

old.  I never had the opportunity to discuss the Holocaust with him.   

Margot’s bravery through being separated from her family, 

to running away from a burning synagogue to being a few feet away 

from Hitler in a tavern is incredible. She was supposed to be valedic-

torian of her class in 1934 but wasn’t allowed to because she was 

Jewish.  Most of the girls in her class treated her differently too.  This 

injustice stuns me--that an entire society believed that discriminating 

against Jewish people was the right thing.  Even though Jewish peo-

ple were banned from movie theaters, she was still able to sneak in to 

watch Shirley Temple 

movies due to the kind-

ness of the theater own-

er.   

                                               

—Julia Loria ’17 



After Auschwitz survivor   
Rachel Roth  spoke at Staten Is-
land Academy,  and the 7th grade 
went to the US  
Holocaust Memorial Museum. 

6th graders performed the play  Butterflies and Hope 
(2016)  directed by  Mark Weissman. 

10th grade students visited the Museum of  Jewish 
Heritage. 

After Auschwitz survivor   
Rachel Roth  spoke at Staten Is-
land Academy,  and the 7th grade 
went to the US  
Holocaust Memorial Museum. 

6th graders performed the play  Butterflies and Hope 
(2016)  directed by  Mark Weissman. 

10th grade students visited the Museum of  Jewish 
Heritage. 



In the News: Dec. 16, 2016 

 

 

MDSers hear Shoah voices spoken at  
Wagner College, New Theater/Film Partnership with  

UWS Yeshiva 

Eighth grade students at Manhattan Day School traveled to Staten Island last 
week to view an original Holocaust play, “We Will Carry the Word,” performed 
by 20 students of Wagner College. The performance at the secular institution, in 
which most of the actors were not Jewish, featured monologues of local Holo-
caust survivors delivered in the multifaceted style developed by Anna Deveare 
Smith. 

“At a moment of escalating distrust and hate crimes in our nation, it is 
urgent to promote empathy between students of all faiths and a shared commit-
ment to not be bystanders,” says Lori R. Weintrob, director of the Holocaust 
Education Center at Wagner College. “We’re thrilled to see that our work is draw-
ing the attention of students and organizations outside 

Staten Island.” Attending the performance marked the beginning of a unique 
partnership between MDS, a Modern Orthodox elementary school on the Upper 
West Side, and Wagner College. 

 

  

 

 

 

Wagner students performing (from left): 
Ruth Kupperberg, Mackenzie Hart,  

Anais Mazic and Genna Cypher.    

MDS students Benjamin Platovsky and Max 
Jankelovits speak to Holocaust survivor, 

Benjamin Wayne. 



First Annual Egon J. Salmon and Family Commemoration of  
Kristallnacht and the M.S. St. Louis 

with National Jewish Book Award winner Rabbi Joseph Polak 

Tribute to Elie Wiesel organized by  
Prof. Laura Morowitz 

Rachel Borenstein and Prof. Erin McLoughlin speakers-- 
#We Remember 

Exhibit on BESA: Albanian Muslims who Rescued Jews 

Provost Lily McNair, Hebrew Union Admins.; Imam Kukaj &  
Port Richmond students 



Gold 







Thank you! 
 

We would like to extend our sincere 
gratitude and appreciation for all who 
have supported tonight’s honorees and 
the Wagner College Chai Society and  

Holocaust Education & Programming  
Center. 

 
Your dedication and support helps us 
continue our mission of  promoting a 
greater understanding of  the depth 

and richness of  the Jewish experience. 

 

The Chai Society Community  
Mitzvah Awards  

Dinner Committee 
 



Congratulations  
to  

Rabbi Gerald Sussman 
 

For your dedicated service and 
commitment to our 

congregation, the community, 
and abroad. 

 
 

Congregation Emanu-El 



Silver 





 

 

 

 

 

Accolades 

& 

Congratulations 



Congratulations  
to  

Rachel Roth 

 
 
 
 
 

You have raised new  
generations in response to the tragedy of the  

Holocaust 
 

Love always and forever, 

Your 52 descendants 
Children, Grandchildren, and Great Grandchildren 







Rabbi Sussman 
 
 
 

Thank you for your  
esteemed dedication to  
Temple Emanu-El, and 
the Jewish Communities  

of  Staten Island and  
beyond. 

 

 

 

Tobias A. Lickerman 



 

 

Best Wishes to the Honorees 

Thank You For All You Do For 
Our Community 

 

 

Taube and Michael Import 



Congratulations to the  

2017 Chai Society  

Mitzvah Dinner  

Honorees 
 

Julia Loria ’17 

Melissa Rabinovich 

Rachael Roth 

Rabbi Gerard Sussman 

Mark Weissman 

 

 

Rebecca Sullivan & 

Steve Greenwald 



Thank You To 

The Chai Society 

For Their Steadfast Support Of  

Holocaust Education 

At Wagner College 
 

             

 

Congratulations To All The Honorees! 

 

We are grateful to Honoree Rachel Roth for Sharing 
Her Courageous Words at Our  

Granddaughter Joelle’s school. 

 

Sheila and Barry Weintrob 

http://free-bitsela.com/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=2347
http://free-bitsela.com/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=2347
http://free-bitsela.com/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=2347




In Honor of our Dear Friend 
Rachel Roth, 

A true “Woman of Valor”!      

Thank you for your important 
work! 

Warmest Wishes, 

Mordechai & Miriam Fried 

DOWNRIGHT LTD., 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 







 

Dr. Esther Grushkin 
Seminars for Adult Jewish Education 

 

Congratulations 

To all the Honorees 

 

The Grushkin Family 

 

 

 



   

 

Congratulations to the Honorees 

Of the Wagner College Chai Society 

Community Mitzvah Awards 

It’s an honor for us to participate in honoring you for  

your work in support of Jewish life at Wagner College  

and in the Staten Island community. Your selfless  

dedication is in the highest traditions of our faith  

and of tikkun olam 

 

Linda & Alan Brill 



 

 

 

 

 

Mazel Tov 
to 

Rabbi Gerald Sussman 
 

Upon his being honored by 
 

The Chai Society 
 

Carl Eisenberg 



Congratulations 

To 

Rabbi Sussman 

Outstanding Congregational Leader 

And 

Respected Chairman of  

Project Hospitality 
 

Marcia and Monroe Klein 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL, 

 

BOBBY AND ALLAN WEISSGLASS 



 

 

 

 Congratulations  
to this year’s  
award winners 

 

Rabbi Michael and Robin Howald 



438 Nome Avenue 

(718) 761-Holy   

http://holyschnitzel.com/ 

Also in Brooklyn, Cedarhurst &  Lakewood 

Kosher Staten Island 
Delicious Restaurants, Catering and Shopping 

* Best Shwarma * 

* Hummus * Falafel * Cholent * 
 

2005 Victory Blvd. 718-818-0065 

Delivery—Catering 

www.eddiesfalafel.com 

PIZZA, PASTA, FRESH BAGELS  

SUSHI BAR,  

ICE CREAM, SMOOTHIES 

949 Jewett Avenue     718-554-6868 

www.Islandcafe.nyc 

Catering Menu*Under the Vaad of SI 

Exclusive Caterers  

of the JCC of Staten Island 

R.Randy & Eileen Lee Café 

Specialize in Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, Weddings, Parties, 
Events 

Email: Ben@sijcc.com 

http://holyschnitzel.com/
http://www.eddiesfalafel.com
http://www.Islandcafe.nyc


Kosher Staten Island 
Delicious Restaurants, Catering and Shopping 

Signature Caterers  
by Roz 

“Their Kosher Pizza, Sushi, 

Chinese Food and Salads are 

Out of this World!” 

 

Dairy Palace 

2216 Victory Boulevard 

718-761-5220 



 

HAPPY 69th BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!  

1948-2017 



 
Congratulations 

To 
 

Rachel Roth 
 

Rabbi Gerald Sussman 
 

Melissa Rabinovich 
 

Mark Weissman 
 

& 
 

Julia Loria '17 
 
 
 

From The Falcone Family 


