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MISSION STATEMENT OF THE HONORS PROGRAM 
 
The Wagner College Honors Program has the following goals: 
 

to operate in harmony with the College's mission statement; 
 

to work closely with the Admissions Office to identify incoming students who have the 
potential for exceptional scholarly work and recruit them into the Program; 

  
to recruit students from the whole student body who have special intellectual ability, but 
who may not reflect this in standard ways; 

 
to retain students who have been admitted into the Program by providing students with 
special courses, colloquia and independent study opportunities that are more challenging 
than regular courses; 

 
to provide students with extensive support and counseling in the pursuit of their academic 
and pre-professional goals; 

 
to develop a faculty identified with the Program who offer one-time seminars on topics of 
special interest to them and their students; 

 
to function as a source of innovation and curricular experimentation on campus; 

 
to utilize to the fullest the educational opportunities offered by information technology; 

 
to contribute to the overall enhancement of intellectual life on campus; 

 
to provide students with leadership opportunities by appointing them to an Honors 
Student Advisory Committee to work with the program's faculty Advisory Council in 
developing the aims of the program; 

 
to regularly submit the Program to self-study and revision in response to the changing 
nature of the student body and the College as a whole; 

 
to encourage students to participate in regional and national meetings of honors students 
and other forms of experiential education; 

 
to promulgate students' written and other works that are products of their work in the 
Program; and 

 
to provide opportunities for social gatherings among students in the Program. 

 
 
The Wagner College Honors Program is a member of the National Collegiate Honors 
Council (NCHC). 
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WELCOME 
 
Welcome to the fall semester of 2015! This semester begins already in March 2015 with the 
registration for fall semester courses. The offered courses represent an excellent selection of 
academic topics, and they are taught by outstanding professors. The courses represent many 
academic fields at Wagner College and give all of you plenty of opportunities to expand your 
academic experiences.  
 
On the following page you find a course schedule. On first sight it may appear somewhat 
confusing, but I believe it is still a good tool to quickly see which courses overlap in time and 
cannot be taken simultaneously. 
 
On the following pages you will find course descriptions. Some of the course descriptions are 
accompanied by comments of the instructors that may help you in your decisions. 
 
Behind the course descriptions, I inserted course evaluation sheets for students and instructors. 
Towards the end of the fall semester I will send copies of these sheets to all instructors, and I 
would appreciate your feedback in order to improve the Honors Program. At this time just have a 
look. If you have suggestions to improve the evaluation sheets, do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
At the end you find three articles. One is about the design of honors courses from the website of 
the National Collegiate Honors Council (NCHC). The other is about some reasons for students 
why to join an Honors Program from NextStepU. The last is a very interesting article about 
learning –Is there a Genius in all of us?– from the BBC News Magazine. 
 
Already now I would like to remind the current sophomores to get in contact with potential 
advisors for their honors thesis during their junior year. Juniors, remember to submit your project 
proposal signed by your mentor/advisor before the end of April 2015. 
 
Finally, let me wish all of you a successful semester! 
 
Dr. Horst Onken 
Director of the Honors Program 
Associate Professor of Zoology and Physiology 
Science Building, Room 411 
Office Hours: MWF 10-11am,MTThF afternoon on appointment  
Phone: 718-420-4211 
E-mail: horst.onken@wagner.edu 
 
Stephanie Rollizo 
Secretary of the Honors Program 
Science Building, Room 412 
Phone: 718-390-3103 
Fax: 718-420-4172 
E-mail: Stephanie.rollizo@wagner.edu 
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COURSE SCHEDULE FOR Fall 2015 
 

The course schedule below should allow to easily determining which courses overlap in their 
timing and which courses can be taken together with which other honors course. 
 
Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
9      

     
     
     

EN 111 
(Florescu) 

AN 240 
AS 108 
HI 321 

EN 111 
(Florescu) 

AN 240 
AS 108 
HI 321 

 
 

10  
 
 
 
 
 

11  
     

AR 105 AA 475 AR 105 AA 475  
 
 
 

12  
 
 
 
 

     
13 AH 
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GOV 102  GOV 102   

   
   
   
   
   

14    
   
   

     
EN 111 

(Schotter) 
HI 362 

SPC 103 
EN 111 

(Schotter) 
HI 362 

SPC 103 
 
 

15  
 
 
 
 
 

16   
     
 BI 125  BI 125  
   
   
   

17    
   
   
   
   
     

18 GOV/HI 260  EN/RE 203   
   
   
   
   
   

19    
   
   
   
   
   

20    
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AA 475 Price Entertainment Business Law 
Days/Times: T + Th 11:20am – 12:50pm 
Course Description:  
This course will consist of an overview of the legal system 
and how the legal system impacts the entertainment industry. 
The topics to be explored include the relationship of Artist 
and Agent/Manager, contractual issues, copyrights and 
trademarks, constitutional issues, and antitrust regulation of 
the industry. The laws and business practices affecting the 
broadcast, music, television, film, and theatre industries will 
be discussed. Students will be required to visit arts 
organizations and report to the class on their experiences. The 
weekly schedule will be flexible to allow for guest speakers, 
class trips, and class presentations.  
 
A comment from the instructor:  
Students will learn to analyze issues and express reasoned 
opinions about the legal and business practices of the 
entertainment industry. This class will provide students with a 
broad overview of how the entertainment industry operates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

todd.price@wagner.edu 
Phone: 4338 

mailto:todd.price@wagner.edu�
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AH 211 Morowitz Renaissance and Baroque 
Days/Times: M 1pm – 4pm 
Course Description:  
 
This course explores the painting, sculpture and architecture 
of the 13th-16th centuries in Europe. Works of art are set into 
their religious, political, social and aesthetic context. The 
early weeks of the course focus heavily on Florence, but we 
also explore the art of the Renaissance in the North. The 
second part of the course looks at Baroque art in Italy, Spain, 
Flanders, and Holland. Throughout issues of patronage, 
iconography, artistic identity and the developments of new 
functions for works of art are examined. Artists studied 
include Giotto, Donatello, Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, 
Brunelleschi, Rubens, Velazquez, Bernini and Carravaggio. 
 
 
 
A comment from the instructor: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

lmorowit@wagner.edu  
Phone: 3151 

mailto:lmorowit@wagner.edu�
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AN 240 (I) Gagnon The Raw and The Cooked: Anthropological Perspectives 
on Food 

  Days/Times: T + Th 9:40 – 11:10am 
  Course Description: Everybody eats, but how do we choose 

what to eat? The answers to this question are constrained by 
our metabolic needs, the foods that are available to us, and 
our beliefs about food and nutrition. Using a biocultural 
perspective we will examine the ways in which foods have 
shaped our evolution, our history and environment, and our 
current world. We will investigate the complex activities 
through which people produce, prepare, present, consume, 
and think about food. This course provides an introduction the 
discipline of anthropology and the methods and questions of 
its main subdisciplines. 
 
A comment from the instructor: 
“Tell me what you eat, I’ll tell you who you are”. ~Anthelme 
Brillat-Savarin 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

celeste.gagnon@wagner.edu 
Phone: 3126 
 

This course is reserved 
for 8 incoming 
freshmen. Only 12 
places will be open for 
sophomores, juniors 
and seniors! 

mailto:celeste.gagnon@wagner.edu�
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AR 105 Murphy Drawing I 
Days/Times: M + W 11:20am – 12:50pm 
Course Description: The development of skills in the 
representation of objects and the figure in terms of line, space, 
composition, and value. Emphasis is placed on basic drawing 
techniques and interpretative qualities of various media. 
 
A comment from the instructor: 
Although it is a class designed for absolute beginners, the 
Honors section of Drawing I attempts to challenge the student 
by assigning a writing component where the student reflects 
on how the class topics are utilized by both contemporary 
artists and artists of the past. We will include field trips to 
view art to help facilitate this process. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

bmurphy@wagner.edu 
Phone: 3152 

mailto:bmurphy@wagner.edu�
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AS 108 Kozak Astronomy: Stars and Galaxies 
Days/Times: T + Th 9:40 – 11:10am 
Course Description:  
This course in astronomy is given for both science and non-
science majors, and is multidisciplinary. One aspect deals 
with astrobiology-the evolution of our solar system, the 
formation of the earth, and the sequence of events leading up 
to the evolution of our own species. These topics serve as a 
model in the quest for discovering extrasolar planets, as well 
as extraterrestrial life. 
Another aspect of the course deals with astrophysics- the 
application of the theories of Newton and Einstein in studying 
the life cycle of stars, as well as the formation of galaxies. 
Included will be a discussion of black holes and the future 
possibility of time travel. 
The final aspect of this course will deal with cosmology- the 
big bang theory of how the universe began, as well as the 
possibility of a multiverse consisting of an infinite number of 
universes existing in space-time. The most recent research 
with high-speed particle accelerators and the possible 
existence of the Higgs boson will be explored as well. 
Lectures will be supplemented by slides, science and science 
fiction film clips, and recent articles from newspapers and 
magazines. 
Students will be required to do research at the Rose 
Planetarium of the American Museum of Natural History in 
Manhattan. 
 
A comment from the instructor: 
This honors course differs from the non-honors section 
because students in this course will be required to select either 
a science book, science fiction novel, or a periodical from a 
selected bibliography given by the instructor. This assignment 
will count as a lecture exam, giving the honor student an 
enriched experience with the possibility of earning a higher 
course grade then if the student were not enrolled in the 
honors section. In addition, the instructor, currently serving 
his tenth year as a Solar System Ambassador for NASA, will 
supplement all lectures with the most up to date information 
on stars and galaxies.  
I have taught this course for several semesters and find it just 
as exciting and interesting as the students taking the course. 
 
 
 
 

hkozak@wagner.edu 
Phone: 3394 

mailto:hkozak@wagner.edu�
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BI 125 Beeber Genes to Genomics 
Days/Times: T + Th 4:20 – 5:50pm 
Course Description:  
This course is designed for non-science majors interested in 
the problems and promises associated with modern-day 
genetics. Discoveries and technological advances in genetics 
are taught with an emphasis on the social, moral, ethical 
issues facing society today. 
 
A comment from the instructor: 
With the advances that are happening in Biotechnology, the field of 
Genetics is going through a scientific revolution.  Things that were only 
dreamed about or perceived as mere fiction are becoming realities. This 
course is an exploration of some of these scientific discoveries and 
applications and their impact on our lives. Major objectives of this Honor 
Course are: 1.Teach basic Human Genetics, Biotechnology and Genetic 
Engineering, 2.Encourage active participation of students in class 
discussions, 3.Explore the legal and social issues related to 
Biotechnology, 4. Debate whether the Eugenics movement is still with us 
and 5. Explore the impact of human genome research on society. 
Topics Covered in the Course  include 1.Evolution, Social Darwinism and 
Eugenics,2.Genetics and The Human Genome Project, 3.Reproductive 
Technologies, Cloning, Stem Cell Research and Bioethics,4.Genetic 
Screening, Genetic Testing, Gene Therapy and Gene 
Doping,5.Criminology and DNA Forensics,6.Genetically Modified 
Organisms (GMO) and Genetic Patents and 7.Race and Genography and 
Genetic Discrimination  
Some special and unique Honor course requirements for this course are: 
Students taking this course are required to finish all their assigned 
readings before coming to class and submit hand written definitions with 
proper citations from their readings of all new terminology and words that 
they encountered in their readings for 10% of their grades (Dr. Moorthy 
does provide a “Word Listing” for definitions).  Students not only have to 
understand the basic scientific material, but also need to understand the 
implications (Ethical, Legal Social and Religious) that arise from the 
applications of Biotechnology.  To this end students shall take opposite 
sides on various issues and have a healthy and amicable debate.  In 
addition to this all students are expected to write a comprehensive research 
paper on a specific topic.  The paper is very unique in that it is a kind of an 
Intellectual Civic Engagement exercise on specific issues and their 
Ethical, Legal and Social fallouts.  
The research paper shall include clearly stated issues that arise from the 
Biotechnology application, context and technical overview, Scientific, 
Legal, Ethical and Social considerations, and Logical Analysis.  In 
addition students have to provide an action plan to resolve the issues based 
on literature search-based specific action steps.  Anticipated outcomes of 
the proposed resolution and near-term and far-term implications must also 
be explained in the paper.  The paper must be presented to the entire class 
in a Power Point format.  This type of a format is chosen to make the 
student body informed consumers of Biotechnology in that they not only 
understand the science behind the applications but also are trained to look 
at the potential issues and have the knowledge and capabilities to propose 
ideas to resolve some of these issues.  

carla.beeber@wagner.edu  
Phone: 3103 (Bio Dept.) 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Amniocentesis&hl=en&biw=1280&bih=421&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=gYGWqy9i1C3tZM:&imgrefurl=http://en.wikinoticia.com/lifestyle/Maternity/3879-amniocentesis&docid=93zciQAEo5-JbM&w=390&h=284&ei=iDCFTre1HYTogQfhu6wY&zoom=1�
mailto:carla.beeber@wagner.edu�
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EN 111 (W, I)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Florescu World Literature: Women’s Voices 
Days/Times: M + W 9:40 – 11:10am 
Course Description:  
This course offers a unique exploration into the vastness of 
world literature as seen, lived, and transposed into words from 
women’s perspectives. By focusing on the exclusive feminine 
vantage point, students will sophisticate their understanding 
and reading of literature. Selection-wise, whether belonging 
to Africa, Central America, South America, Eastern Europe, 
or Asia, this course also teaches students how to identify 
themes which are universally voiced out from different 
geographical spaces. Consequently, students start thinking 
about literature as a valid form of international “language.” 
 
Required texts: The Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri 
(India); Everything is Now by Michelle Cliff (Jamaica); Love 
in a Fallen City by Eileen Chang (China); Krik? Krak! by 
Edwidge Danticat (Haiti); “Girl” and “Biography of a Dress” 
by Jamaica Kincaid (Antigua); Woman at Point Zero by 
Nawal El Saadawi (Egypt); Second Class Citizen (Nigeria); 
The Passport by Herta Müller (Romania-Germany); 
Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi (Iran); Mariama Bâ, So Long a 
Letter (Senegal); Jean Rhys, The Collected Short Stories 
(Dominica); and Short Stories by Latin American Women: 
Magic and the Real (ed. by Celia Correas de Zapata). 
 
A comment from the instructor: 
Grading: Leading Discussions [30 %], 1 Journal [20%], 3 
Papers (5-6 pages) [30 %], 2 Research Writing Prompts [10 
%], 1 Oral Presentation [10 %] 
 

 
 

florina.florescu@wagner.edu 
Phone: 3256 

mailto:florina.florescu@wagner.edu�
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EN 111 (W, I)  Schotter World Literature: Mythology and Power 
  Days/Times: M + W 2:40 – 4:10pm 
  Course Description:  

How do myths differ from and resemble each other across 
time and between cultures? We will examine myths as 
expressions of specific cultures, at particular historical times. 
The figures of Achilles and Odysseus may have originated in 
the Greek heroic age, but their portrayal changed as later 
writers adapted them. The trickster hero Anansi the spider 
was a product of African oral culture, but has in recent times 
been adapted by African and Caribbean writers resisting 
colonialism. We shall study selected writers --women as well 
as men--who have continued to see myth as useful for 
political purposes up to the present. 
 
 
 
 
A comment from the instructor: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

aschotte@wagner.edu 
Phone: 3364 

mailto:aschotte@wagner.edu�
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EN/RE 203 Kaelber Spiritual Quest in Literature 
  Days/Times: W 6 – 9pm 
  Course Description:   

An examination of some major pieces of fiction concerned 
with heroes on a search for meaning and purpose in their 
lives? Their search often leads them far from traditional 
religious beliefs. (Cross-listed as English 203 and Religion 
203). 
 
 
A comment from the instructor:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

wkaelber@wagner.edu 
Phone: 3373 

mailto:wkaelber@wagner.edu�
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GOV 102 
 

Snow Politics and Governments 
Days/Times: M + W 1:00 – 2:30pm 
Course Description:   
Politics is not just elections. We can study politics in novels, 
films, biographies, and students will find that it is much more 
interesting and relevant than they perhaps thought. In this 
class we will explore a variety of introductory political issues, 
such as socialism, libertarianism, and welfare liberalism, and 
also examine key political institutions from a comparative 
perspective. The emphasis is on developing critical thinking 
and intelligent opinions about politics broadly conceived. 
 
 
A comment from the instructor:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sgsnow@wagner.edu 
Phone: 3351 

mailto:sgsnow@wagner.edu�
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GOV/HI 260 Guarasci, 
Rappaport 

Darwin, Marx, Freud and Picasso 
Days/Times: M 6 – 9pm 
Course Description:  
Darwin, Marx, Freud and Picasso changed the world. Their 
ideas, methods and techniques affected the way we 
understand, practice and study: biology, medicine, human 
evolution, human societies, human minds and cultures. Their 
insights and theories changed our language and have led to 
social revolutions. In this course we will explore Darwin, 
Marx, Freud and Picasso’s basic insights and theories. We 
will carefully read and discuss significant portions of their 
work as well as some interpretive texts. The class will be run 
as a seminar combining lectures and class discussions but the 
emphasis will be on the latter. There will be a required class 
trip to the American Museum of Natural History and to the 
Museum of Modern Art, and we will use films and 
documentaries as supplementary material. 
 
A comment from the instructor:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

guarasci@wagner.edu 
Phone: 4468 
 
gdrapp1@verizon.net  
Phone: 3253 (History Dept.) 

This course is reserved 
for incoming freshmen! 

mailto:guarasci@wagner.edu�
mailto:gdrapp1@verizon.net�
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HI 321 (D) Traore New World Slavery 
  Days/Times: T + Th 9:40 – 11:10am 
  Course Description: 

Slavery has been a feature of human societies since the 
beginnings of human society. The form of chattel slavery 
pioneered by Europeans who brought Africans to the New 
World, though, occupies a unique place in the institution's 
long story. The course examines the rise and demise of New 
World slavery; its founding, central practices, long-term 
consequences as well as the social and human toll of the 
institution. The culture of African slaves in the Diaspora will 
also be examined. This course will further explore slavery as 
it developed throughout the Atlantic basin, focusing 
particularly on parts of South America, the Caribbean, and 
mainland North America from the 17th to the 19th century. 
 
A comment from the instructor: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

makhroufi.traore@wagner.edu 
Phone: 4520 

mailto:makhroufi.traore@wagner.edu�
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HI 362 (I, W) Smith Renaissance Italy 1300 - 1600 
  Days/Times: T + Th 2:40 – 4:10pm 
  Course Description: 

The period of great wealth and cultural magnificence in Italy 
that was fostered by rapid growing city-states such as 
Florence and Venice. the course will focus on Renaissance 
music, literature, art, and architecture, as well as political life, 
the culture of the laboring classes, the roles of women, and 
the rise of highly sophisticated urban aristocracy. 
 
 
 
A comment from the instructor:  
We will focus on Petrarch's poetry, the power politics of the 
Medici, the artistic innovations of Florentine artists, humanist 
philosophy, Italy's fear of and fascination with the Ottoman 
Turks, Machiavelli and the Italian Wars, the printing 
revolution centered on Venice, and the complex "gendering" 
of Renaissance culture in the sixteenth century. This course 
offers students from all majors the opportunity to delve 
deeply into topics that connect the Renaissance to their own 
interests, particularly in their choice of a research project.  In 
the past students have worked on the history of accounting 
(invented in Renaissance Italy), criminal procedure, sexuality 
and prostitution, weaponry and changing military technology, 
early Italian theater, Machiavelli's political thought, the rise of 
lute-playing, madrigal singing and viol playing, the sculpture 
of Michelangelo, the bawdy poetry and letters of Pietro 
Aretino, and the feminist writing of Moderata Fonte and 
Arcangela Tarabotti, among many others.  The history of food 
and cooking is a particular interest of mine, so the class will 
prepare at least one renaissance feast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

asmith@wagner.edu 
Phone: 3485 

mailto:asmith@wagner.edu�
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SPC 103 Tennenbaum Public Speaking 
  Days/Times: T + Th 2:40 – 4:10pm 

Course Description:   
A hands-on, practical approach to the study and practice of 
effective oral communication. Through a series of speaking 
assignments students will develop strategies to assist them in 
organizing their thoughts and overcoming performance 
anxiety on their way to becoming effective speakers. 
Different types of speeches will be covered including 
informative, demonstrative and persuasive. The course also 
includes preparation for special occasion speeches (awards, 
honors, ceremonies, weddings, etc.) as well as one-on-one 
situations. The primary goal of the class is to create relaxed, 
confident speakers who can be comfortable in any situation, 
whether formal or socially casual. 
 
 
 
 
A comment from the instructor:  
 
 

 
 

michael.tennenbaum@wagner.edu 
Phone: 3223 

mailto:michael.tennenbaum@wagner.edu�
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DESIGN OF AN HONORS COURSE 
(From the web site of the National Collegiate Honors Council) 

Every Honors instructor is different and every Honors course is different. Still, there do seem to 
be some characteristics that are common to many, if not most, Honors courses. Below are some 
guidelines that you may find helpful. In the words of one Honors faculty member, the finest 
instructors are those who are "willing to share the responsibility for teaching and learning with 
their students. The key to a successful Honors program is not the intelligence of the student or 
the subject matter of the course, but the attitude and approach of the instructor." 

Objectives 

Most Honors courses will have the following five objectives, or some variation: 

1. To help students develop effective written communication skills (including the ability to 
make effective use of the information and ideas they learn); 

2. To help students develop effective oral communication skills (while recognizing that not 
all students are comfortable talking a lot in class); 

3. To help students develop their ability to analyze and synthesize a broad range of material; 
4. To help students understand how scholars think about problems, formulate hypotheses, 

research those problems, and draw conclusions about them; and to help students 
understand how creative artists approach the creative process and produce an original 
work; 

5. To help students become more independent and critical thinkers, demonstrating the 
ability to use knowledge and logic when discussing an issue or an idea, while considering 
the consequences of their ideas, for themselves, for others, and for society. 

Let us consider each of these briefly. 

Developing written communication skills 

Discussion and writing are the hallmarks of Honors classes. Students become better writers 
(Objective 1) by using writing, both in class and out, as a means to express their ideas. 
Therefore, Honors courses should emphasize papers and essays, not multiple-choice exams, and 
emphasize ideas and active learning over information and lectures. 

How Honors faculty choose to help students develop written communication skills will depend 
on the discipline and on the instructor’s individual views about teaching and learning. Instructors 
can help students develop written skills through traditional writing assignments or through other 
methods such as journals, creative writing, reports, critiques, reviews, in-class writing, or the use 
of writing as a preliminary to discussion of issues. (In fact, the latter works extremely well to 
stimulate discussion. Students who have written something ahead of time are more willing to 
share their ideas and are less likely to talk off the top their heads in class.)  

Developing oral communication skills 
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Students become better speakers (Objective 2) by participating in class discussion and, where 
appropriate, by leading class discussion. Therefore, Honors program courses should be 
discussion-oriented rather than lectures. Students benefit most from discussion when they are 
given the topic several days in advance and are asked to prepare their responses in writing ahead 
of time. The instructor might wish to provide some background to inform the discussion, which 
can then be used as a springboard to other ideas.  

Developing the ability to analyze, to synthesize, and to understand scholarly work 

Students develop the ability to think about a broad range of ideas (Objective 3) and come to 
understand how scholars and artists work (Objective 4) by reading and responding to primary 
source material, by exploring issues and problems in depth rather than quickly and superficially, 
and by being carefully exposed to and guided through the methods of many disciplines. 
Therefore, Honors courses should try to explore with students the questions and methods 
common to all intellectual endeavors and those that differentiate the disciplines, to give students 
real-world, hands-on problems to explore, and to help them understand the place of intellectual 
pursuit in the greater society. 

The use of primary sources allows students to develop their own interpretations instead of 
relying on someone else’s. Cross-disciplinary readings are especially valuable, in that they give 
students the opportunity to synthesize ideas. But primary sources are not necessarily limited to 
published texts or original documents. They can, for example, be the students’ own experiences, 
the results of surveys or questionnaires, works of art or music, films, videos, and the like. What 
is important is that students have an opportunity to be engaged by primary material.  

Exploring issues and problems in depth may mean that the course covers less material than 
conventional courses In many courses, the amount of material covered is less important than the 
way the material is handled. Students need to learn to see the broad implications of each issue, as 
well as learning to analyze and synthesize the material. In this way, students will be able to apply 
what they have learned to other situations.  

Helping students become independent and critical thinkers 

Students become independent thinkers and critical thinkers (Objective 5) by working 
independently, yet under the guidance of responsive teachers. Therefore, an Honors course 
should give students a great deal of opportunity to think, write, and produce on their own (and in 
collaboration with their classmates) - as with papers and projects - and should give their work 
on-going feedback and encouragement. Honors courses should help students learn how to utilize 
their ideas in a broader social context - by helping them understand the origins, consequences, 
and principles underlying their ideas. 

Honors courses should also create a classroom environment that is open to many perspectives 
and points of view, where students are encouraged to take intellectual risks and feel safe doing 
so, where they learn to respect each other (although not necessarily each others’ ideas), and 
where they are taught to consider both the immediate and long term consequences of their own 
ideas. 
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When students become active learners through direct involvement with an issue, they develop 
attitudes and habits which may make them more active in the intellectual and cultural life of the 
community. It also makes them more aware of the political and social realities of that 
community.  

But for students to become truly active participants in their learning, they must become 
intellectual risk-takers. Therefore, Honors instructors themselves should be willing to take risks -
to teach in a different manner, to be open to challenges from students, to be willing to let the 
classroom discussion roam freely yet fruitfully. 

While Honors courses need to help students develop intellectually, instructors also need to hold 
them responsible for meeting the course requirements. Honors students may be brighter than the 
average student - more intellectually skeptical and (usually) highly motivated - but they are not 
necessarily better organized, better informed, or better prepared for their classes. Just like other 
students, they need to learn good work habits. Still, it would be unfair to hold them to a higher 
standard in this regard; most are, after all, 18 to 21 years old. Also, when designing an Honors 
course, it is important to remember that Honors courses are not meant to have more work for the 
sake of more work or harder work for the sake of harder work. The amount of work and its 
difficulty should serve a legitimate pedagogical purpose. 
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The Value of Honors Programs and Honors Colleges 
(From the web site of the National Collegiate Honors Council) 

Overview 

The value of Honors programs and Honors colleges for students cannot be overemphasized. For 
high achieving students, Honors programs and colleges offer many opportunities to make the 
most of their higher education. 

For the bright and talented students, participating in an Honors program provides the challenges 
necessary to stay motivated and stimulated. Honors education promotes lifelong learning through 
personal engagement, intellectual involvement, and a sense of community. 

Honors classes are generally smaller, allowing students to engage in thoughtful discussion with 
their professors and with each other. Honors education encourages independent learning, often 
involving undergraduate research or creative projects. National and regional Honors conferences 
provide opportunities for students to present their research. Participation in co-curricular 
activities is also an integral part of the college Honors experience. Honors programs and colleges 
encourage students to develop their leadership skills, to assume mentoring and teaching 
responsibilities at their institutions, to study overseas, and to take internship positions. And 
scholarship opportunities abound in Honors! 

 

Student Viewpoints and Experiences 

On the surface, an honors program may seem like an elite club for overachievers and the 
exceptionally intelligent. But anyone who takes the rigorous honors courses can testify that the 
real reason for their membership is actually is that they simply love to learn. It is the perfect 
place for the student hungry for information. In my experience, an honors class is comprised of 
enthusiastic intellectuals who are not only smart but also supportive of each other. Among the 
other curious minds, I can share my ideas with people who will respond to me with their own 
perspectives. I have no fear of sounding “too smart,” or being a labeled a “dork” for being 
knowledgeable or wanting to understand more. The teacher and students facilitate a stimulating 
environment where each person is a welcome and prized contributor. As intellectuals, we seek 
insightful discussions and enlightening viewpoints, not just to pass a class but for our own 
personal enrichment. I believe that along with the heart, the mind is a person’s greatest gift.  In 
an honors program, both are nurtured. 

~Leticia Henry (Point Park University, class of 2011; Broadcast Journalism major) 

Intercollegiate forensic competition (speech and debate) is one area in which I have found my 
honorseducation to be particularly valuable. Most other forensic teams throughout the country 
are composed of students studying public speaking and communication theory. While they are 
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often successful, the education at my honors institution has enabled us to far exceed the 
expectations originally set for us. In the two years our debate program has existed, we have won 
our division at the state championship both years. We have done all this without the monetary 
resources and coaching experience that other teams throughout the state and country possess, 
making our accomplishments that much more noteworthy. Rather, it is our honors education that 
has given us the tools to succeed in as competitive and aggressive an activity as speech and 
debate. 

~Alan Gray (Florida Atlantic University; class of 2011; Law & Society and Spanish majors)  

We all know living on campus is awesome. Classes are within walking distance, you can wake 
up ten minutes before class starts and still be on time, and there are plenty of activities on 
campus to be a part of. There’s only one thing that can make living on campus even 
better: an honors residence hall. Students in honors residence halls bond over food and fun, but 
we are also bound by a common priority to keep our grades up, to maintain our scholarships, and 
further our education. We have a variety of majors and disciplines, so help with any class is 
never far. Because we all live in a tight-knit community, we are able to remind one another about 
deadlines or activities. 

~Andrea Schoeny and Molly Sroges (University of New Mexico) 

Being in The Honors College has really been a wonderful experience. 
Not only have I received great care and attention, I have had the opportunity of meeting students 
from across the globe, of receiving top-of-the-line education from professors who are 
professionals in their field, and of attending countless events. For example, I have met students 
from all over the world; interacting with them, I have learned about their cultures and have 
introduced them to my own Cuban- Spanish heritage. The professors provide a rigorous 
curriculum that helps students excel and learn things not only about the material but also about 
themselves. Because there are smaller class sizes, the professors actually get to know you on a 
first name basis and go the extra mile to assist you. As for the opportunities, there are countless 
ones. The Honors College has provided me with the chance to attend a Poverty Conference at the 
University of Miami, a symposium on the European Union, and the Salzburg Global Seminar in 
Austria. 
With a year to go in The Honors College, I feel very confident and well prepared to go on to the 
most prestigious universities across the nation. 

~Laurie Charles (Miami Dade College; class of 2010; International Relations major) 

My horizons have been greatly broadened already through my first year spent in the Honors 
program. The opportunities that have been made available to me are astounding. For example, I 
completed over 10 hours of community service for one of my Honors courses this semester. By 
working with individuals with intellectual disabilities, I became more understanding of what life 
is like for them and found that we are more similar than I had previously thought. Next year, I 
will begin to work on my Honors thesis.  I am looking forward to this since I am planning on 
choosing a topic that will combine both my double majors of Health Science and Spanish. When 
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it comes time to find a job, I am sure that potential employers will look at my work and see the 
ways that I have gone above and beyond other college students. 

~Noel Barber (St. Francis University, PA) 

Honors Philosophy (Or Is It Philosophies?) 
(From the web site of the National Collegiate Honors Council) 

“Tell all the Truth but tell it slant,” Emily Dickinson says in one of her dazzling poems, a 
reminder that sometimes we cannot describe, define, or delimit certain essential, ineffable ideas. 
We cannot stare directly at the sun; we see it better when we view it from the corners of our 
vision, when we take the “slant” view. The insight applies to trying to capture the amazingly 
diverse and dynamic aspects of Honors. Indeed, there is no “philosophy,” no single statement 
that emerges from common hegemonic assumptions about Honors education, but instead Honors 
grows out of a rich, alert, ever changing dedication to deep, creative, active learning-the kind of 
learning that happens within and outside Honors classrooms, the kind of pedagogies that pay 
attention to how “slant” approaches to teaching and learning result in truly engaged, exemplary, 
transformative education. 

Indeed, we recognize that Honors is a nexus of various philosophies about teaching and learning, 
all of them reflecting the wide variety of Honors programs and colleges that comprise the Honors 
community. But several qualities do cut across many approaches and missions in Honors 
education-hallmarks that distinguish what we believe in Honors about teaching, learning, service, 
administration, our lives inside and outside the academy. Certain words come to mind readily as 
we survey the Honors landscape for core philosophical values, for what we believe about 
Honors, for our “philosophies”: 

Academic excellence 
Challenge 
Rigor 
Risk 
Creativity 
Innovation 
Interdisciplinarity 
Community 
Leadership 
Reflection 
Motivation 
Curiosity 
Integrity 
Service 
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