
Alternative Winter Break:  San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Saturday, January 2-‐Friday January 8, 2016 

 
The	  AWB	  is	  new	  this	  year,	  previously	  we	  have	  spent	  spring	  break	  traveling	  and	  
performing	  service	  work.	  In	  the	  past,	  we	  have	  traveled	  to	  Haiti,	  West	  Virgina,	  New	  
Orleans,	  Boston,	  Toronto	  and	  Washington	  DC.	  	  This	  year	  our	  planned	  travel	  will	  be	  
to	  the	  island	  of	  Puerto	  Rico	  and	  explore	  	  intersections	  of	  race,	  social	  class,	  gender	  
and	  sexuality	  in	  this	  US	  territory.	  	  There	  be	  two	  components	  to	  AWB,	  one	  is	  pre-‐
travel	  workshops	  and	  the	  second	  is	  a	  travel	  colloquia.	  	  Student	  leaders	  in	  the	  Dean’s	  
Leadership	  Corp	  will	  serve	  as	  mentors	  and	  work	  with	  the	  Dean	  of	  Campus	  Life	  and	  
Leadership	  to	  lead	  	  Five	  seminars	  for	  the	  students	  selected	  to	  participate	  (twice	  in	  
October,	  twice	  in	  November	  and	  once	  in	  December).	  	  DLC	  member	  will	  serve	  as	  
group	  leaders	  while	  traveling	  in	  Puerto	  Rico	  from	  January	  2-‐8,	  2016.	  
 
Before travel, we would like you to consider the following questions: 
What are our current beliefs, assumptions, understandings, relationships with privilege 
and desperation? Where do they come from?  How do these beliefs manifest on local, 
national and global levels?  How are they connected with social status (age, race, 
ethnicity, etc.) and geographical locations? And how have these beliefs evolved from one 
generation to the next?  
 
How do issues of race, class, gender, sexual orientation, religion, disability, nationality, 
access, choice, and freedom affect our position as poor and/or privileged in tangible ways 
(education, healthcare, housing, employment) as well as in abstract ways (spirituality, 
human rights, national pride, freedom of thought and speech)? For instance, is it a 
privilege or a human right to have affordable housing, education, and for documented and 
undocumented immigrants to be given opportunities? 
 
How do we change the existing societal norms to communicate outside of existing frames 
equating poverty with disenfranchisement or privilege with power? How do we eradicate 
the social stigma associated with poverty? How do we eradicate the social stigmas 
associated with privilege? What are the implications of philanthropy and how does it 
differ from social justice, if at all? 
 
 
Service Projects: 
We will be working with various social service and faith based organizations in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico on a collection of service projects to include:  

• Work with children and adults from low-‐income neighborhoods who are currently 
experiencing homelessness. 

• Support at local soup kitchens. 
• Work with local environmental organizations. 

 
Some work may require lifting, gardening, painting, and other physical activities that 
may or may not occur outdoors.  



 
Lodging: 
The College will arrange travel either in a local hotel or hostel.  Students will sleep 2-4 
people per room.  If lodging at a hostel is secured, students will be only be assigned 
rooms with other Wagner College students and may have to share restrooms with other 
travelers.  
 
Travel: 
We will be flying from New York to San Juan. The College will book all airline 
arrangements. Students are responsible for their own ground transportation to and from 
the airport in New York. Once in San Juan, the College will arrange ground 
transportation to and from the airport. We will be using public transportation throughout 
our visit and students are responsible for purchasing their own, bus pass ($30 for weekly 
pass).  
 
Below are few expectations that we have established for those participating in 
this alternative winter break trip: 
1. $650 fee which will be used towards expenses involved in creating this trip. 
2. Active participation in meetings/fund raisers before the trip. 
3. Complete and active participation in service projects during the week in San Juan. 
4. Adherence to all Wagner College policies and laws for the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico. 
5. Alcohol is not permitted in the hotels/hostels for anyone regardless of age. 
6. Students who violate laws or Wagner College’s code of conduct while on this trip, will 
be subject to the campus student conduct process upon return to campus. 
7. Maintain a positive attitude and the willingness take risks and learn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



2016 Alternative Winter Break Application 
 

Be advised that 20 students will be selected to participate on this trip. The application 
deadline is October 1, 2015 by 6pm. Students will be notified of their participation by 

October 3, 2105 
 

 
Name:     Cell Number:    Email: 
 
 
 
Have you participated in an Alternative Spring Break before?  If yes, when? 
 
 
 
 
Briefly explain why you would like to be a part of this trip: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 100 words or less, please describe your most meaningful experience with civic 
engagement: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you could work with one issue, .i.e. homelessness, hunger, environment, animals 
rights, etc., during this trip; what would you like to us to focus on?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
By signing, I understand that I must be in good disciplinary and academic standing at the 
time of the trip and authorize the Dean of Campus Life’s Office to check my standing. 
 
_________________________    ______________________ 
Signature       Date	  

Myriam Djellali 917-498-6820 myriam.djellali@wagner
.edu

NO

As part of the Bonner Program, I think this trip will help me further advance my experience in civic
engagement and make the most out of my Wagner Story. As a person who enjoys civic engagement
and has experience with working within a community, I would like to be part of this trip because it
would be something I thoroughly enjoy. It would be an exciting, educational and fun experience.

The most meaningful experience of civic engagement for me throughout my life time, would have
to be working at a cancer hospital every summer in Algeria. Being able to look back at the change
that has occurred throughout these past summers is incredible. From the conditions in the hospital,
access to different treatments and technology, to just being able to connect with the kids and
families is one of the greatest privileges.

If I could work on one social issue throughout this trip, it would have to be either hunger or public
health in a Puerto Rico.

Myriam Djellali September 28,2015


