
 
Sunday, Nov. 11, 2012 

5,000 volunteers come to the Island’s aid 
by VIRGINIA N. SHERRY 

 This is an excerpt from the front-page story that ran in the Sunday Advance on Nov. 11, 
2012. It includes the introduction and the section on Wagner’s involvement. 

 They came from as far away as Nevada and Texas, as close as Manhattan and Brooklyn, 
but the most important thing was that they came to Staten Island. 
 Volunteers, young and old, with kinds words, helping hands, and positive attitudes, 
making it clear that this — at our time of greatest-ever need — is no longer New York City’s 
forgotten borough. The out-of-town volunteers joined the ranks of countless thousands of 
borough residents, including children and teenagers, who continue to step up and step out to help 
Hurricane Sandy’s victims in the most up close and personal ways. 
 From the Miller Field Distribution Center, a hoard of over 5,000 volunteers swarmed out 
across the Island bringing supplies, donations and other items to areas where they are so 
desperately needed, said Peter Spencer, the mayor’s storm liaison to Staten Island. 
 Spencer said about 1,000 homes have received outreach Saturday due to volunteers’ 
efforts, which included participation from local churches, the National Guard and many others. 
 The staging area at Miller Field provided a site not only to send out volunteers and 
provide assistance but several organizations had set up mini sites to provide assistance including 
FEMA, the Health and Hospitals Corporation, insurance companies, and others said Lisa Bova-
Haitt, coordinator of the Miller Field Site. 
 Spencer said volunteers are handing out everything from medical and cleaning supplies to 
food and other items. 
 Some of the volunteers have come from Virginia, South Carolina, and Putnam Valley, 
among other places. 
 They include Connie Morton, a graduate student in emergency management who is on 
sabbatical, arrived on Wednesday from her home in Las Vegas, Nevada, as part of group of 22 
others, most of them from Maryland and Virginia, all affiliated with We Care, a national 
nonprofit organization. 
 “I’m humbled — these people lost everything,” she said on Saturday morning at the 
Miller Field distribution site before leaving for a day’s work of cleanup. “These are ordinary, 
hard-working people, people who never asked for a handout.” Asked how long she planned to 
stay on the Island, Ms. Morton replied: “I bought a one-way ticket, and will stay for as long as 
there is meaningful work.” 
 

‘WAGNER CARES’ BRINGS OUT STUDENTS 
 A trio of out-of-town Wagner College seniors, along with Dr. Mohammad Alauddin of 
Bulls Head from the chemistry faculty, walked down Greeley Avenue near Father Capodanno 
Boulevard in Midland Beach on Saturday morning, pushing carts filled with relief supplies. They 
were going door-to-door and “assessing what people need,” said Eden Stark, 22, a microbiology 



major from Ohio. She was joined by Mary Schaffer, 21, from Pennsylvania, and Cassandra Tay, 
also 21, from New Jersey, both arts administration majors. 
 The students, who were volunteering for the Salvation Army, explained that the college 
had sign-up sheets, and that the student government created a website in response to Hurricane 
Sandy: wagnercares.org. 
 Its purpose “is to act as a central hub for students to locate ways of volunteering and 
assisting their neighbors,” and “will remain a constant resource for Wagner College students in 
the future, acting as a partnership with our community for volunteer and community based 
efforts.” 

 
Wagner College volunteers, from the left, Eden Stark (Ohio), Mary Schaffer (Pa.), Cassandra Tay (N.J.) 
and Mohammad Alauddin, Wagner College chemistry professor from Bulls Head, and volunteer Tony 
Tipton gather on Greeley Avenue. (Staten Island Advance/Jan Somma-Hammel) 


