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‘Steampunk’ on display in Wagner College Gallery
By ROB BAILEY

Chris Spollen is a straight up Steampunk.

That’s no insult — it merely means he’s an aficionado of the sci-fi-meets-Victorian-era arts subculture
that typically features steam-powered technology.

Wagner College Gallery is currently hosting a collection of prints and sculptures by the man behind
S.1.’s Steam Powered Art Factory on Cromwell Avenue.

“Rocket Ships to Robots and other Various Machinations of the Imagination” is on display through Feb.
22 at the Wagner College Gallery.

The WCG exhibition consists of recent sculptures made from recycled materials as well as prints based
on those sculptures. Images and subject matter range from flying ships to airplanes.

Spollen, a teacher at the Fashion Institute of Technology, culls his materials from the beaches of Staten
Island — and his household pantry.

He evolved from working on traditional paper to his current creations: Evocative, expansive, digital
mixed-media projects. Scoured from local landscapes, the found objects find their way into three-dimensional
sculptures reflecting his passion for space, the sea and, yes, Steampunk.

Spollen’s art is reminiscent of a simpler time of tin toys, trains, planes, automobiles and the unbridled
bliss that is youth, with a touch of naiveté. His love for creating art is matched by his love for being in the
classroom, where he urges young minds to create on both the graduate and undergraduate levels.

For more about Spollen and his work, check out drawger.com/spollen or “like” his Steam Powered Art
Factory on Facebook.

WCG is located in the Union Building on the campus of Wagner College, 631 Howard Ave. in Grymes
Hill. Regular hours: Tuesday through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., with extended hours on Thursday until 7
p.m.

More info: Call 718-390-3192 or email gallery director Bill Murphy at bmurphy@wagner.edu.



