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When cows fly
Monty Python’s ‘Spamalot’ opens this week on Wagner College Main Stage
By ROB BAILEY

Shows are almost always touted in the same tired way: “There’s something for
everybody!” Well, occasionally the hype is legit.

“Monty Python’s Spamalot” features King Arthur and his Knights of the Round Table on
a madcap quest for the Holy Grail, a bevy of beautiful showgirls, flying cows, killer rabbits,
mouthy Frenchmen and crowd-pleasing musical numbers.

This Tony- and Grammy-winning musical comedy by Eric Idle and John Du Prez makes
its Staten Island premiere at Wagner College Theatre on Wednesday, Feb. 18.

Lovingly ripped off from the 1975 cult classic film “Monty Python and the Holy Grail,”
this production is helmed by professor Mickey Tennenbaum with choreography by Michael
Warrell (dance captain for the national tour of “Spamalot”) and musical direction by Dr. Lauri
Young.

“I’m a huge Python fan myself, being of the age that | watched it originally on PBS, so
this is a tremendous opportunity to pay back a debt that | owe them,” says Tennenbaum, who’s
been active in S.I. theater for more than 30 years. “It was such a big part of my life a long time
ago.”

The irreverent content would appear to be a perfect fit for young performers.

“I was surprised by how many of them already were familiar with Python; they knew the
films and the TV show, too,” Tennenbaum says. “They brought that kind of excitement and
enthusiasm to the rehearsals. They really know this stuff, which is great.”

“Spamalot” features WCT performance majors Greg Ippolito as King Arthur, Lindsay
Dunn (Lady of Lake), Joe O’Malley (Sir Robin), Tom Althoff (Lancelot), Brad Cashman (Sir
Galahad), Noah Bridgestock (Sir Bedevere), Daniel Marconi (Patsy), and Tyler Angotto
(Historian/Herbert). The ensemble includes Nick Barakos, Molly Adele Brown, Lauren Dennis,
Serina Figueiras, Dana Gough, Stephen Kallas, Darnell Xavier Kenney, Ryan McConville, Nick
Mestakides, Jeff Mills, Julia Paladino, and Nicole Trubish.

“It’s done in exactly the same way the Broadway show was done: Six male performers
playing multiple roles,” Tennenbaum says. “It’s a cast of 20 people with an ensemble of six men
and six women and Lindsay Dunn is the Lady of the Lake”

“Monty Python and the Holy Grail” hit screens 40 years ago, starring Graham Chapman,
John Cleese, Terry Gilliam, Eric Idle, Terry Jones and Michael Palin.

Under the direction of Mike Nichols (“The Graduate™), Idle’s “Spamalot” adaptation
opened at the Shubert Theatre, March 17, 2005. The star-studded cast featured Tim Curry as
King Arthur, Sara Ramirez, David Hyde Pierce, Hank Azaria, Christopher Sieber, Christian
Borle and Michael McGrath. The production received a record 14 Tony Award nominations and
won three Tony Awards including Best Musical.



Wagner’s staging features scenic design by Brian Sharron, costume coordination by Kurt
Alger/Costume World, lighting design by Vicki Neal, and sound design by Richard Kendrick.
Margo Bea Murphy-Gross is production stage manager.

The most challenging aspect of the production were the various technical aspects.

“There’s a certain look to a Monty Python-style production and you have to get those
right. It’s what the audience expects,” Tennenbaum says. “Working with Brian, we really created
— we hope — a Pythonesque look for the show. There are elements from the film and TV series
that fans will recognize.”



