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Port Richmond High School debuts three new in-school centers
by MELINDA GOTTLIEB

: ‘3"; e P

Principal Timothy Gannon, center, cuts the ribbon at the opening of three new in-school centers at Port Richmond
High School as partners in the newly designated Community School look on. Borough President James Oddo, center
right, gave the keynote address at the event.

Over the summer, after a rigorous application process, Port Richmond High School
(PRHS) became one of 45 schools selected as a Community School. As part of that transition, a
ribbon-cutting ceremony was held Tuesday at the opening of three new in-school centers: The
Student Health and Wellness Center, the Student and Parent Fitness Center and the Wagner
College Raider Center.

The PRHS band, JROTC Color Guard, and the school's cheerleading squad kicked off the
event, and guests were welcomed by Principal Timothy Gannon. The school's TV and Media
Academy students also presented a special edition of their television show, "Good Morning Port
Richmond,” which showcased the three student centers.

Borough President James Oddo was the keynote speaker for the ribbon-cutting event,
featuring a signing ceremony at which 15 community partners signed a Declaration of
Partnership document, symbolizing their commitment to all PRHS students. Partners include the
New York Center for Interpersonal Development, the NBA, Wagner College, Staten Island
University Hospital and the College of Staten Island.

Dignitaries in attendance included: Superintendent Aimee Horowitz; Chris Caruso,
director of the Office of Community Schools; Deputy Chancellor Elizabeth Rose; City
Councilman Steve Matteo; Assemblyman Michael Cusick; Wagner College President Dr.
Richard Guarasci; Dominick Brancato, executive director of the New York Center for



Interpersonal Development; Jarad Franzreb, NBA senior vice president of production; Donna
Proske, executive director of Staten Island University Hospital; CSI Vice President Dr. Michael
Kress; NYC Director of School Health Dr. Roger Platt; Deputy Borough Presdent Ed Burke, and
District 31 Superintendent Anthony Lodico.

The Student Health and Wellness Center

The Student Health and Wellness Center is a full pediatric medical and mental health
service center, run by staff from Staten Island University Hospital. Student services, including
well visits, vaccinations, counseling, team sports physicals and emergency support, are available
free to all students.

Student and Parent Fitness Center

Across the hallway from the Health and Wellness Center is the new state-of-the-art
Student and Parent Fitness Center, which houses $100,000 in new fitness equipment for students
in the school's physical education program as well as their parents.

Immediately adjacent to the Fitness Center is the Aerobic Fitness Center which contains
50 stationery bicycles.

The Wagner College Raider Center

The Wagner College Raider Center provides a constant reminder to PRHS students of the
importance of a college education. PRHS has a strong partnership with Wagner College, and the
two schools have developed the Port Richmond Partnership Leadership Academy.

The Leadership Academy allows 60 high school students to spend five weeks each
summer living on the Wagner campus and taking classes for high school or college credit. The
program is designed to give these students, who are not top honors students, the skills necessary
to be successful in college. Students receive a stipend as well as a computer tablet for their
studies. Upon completion of the Leadership Academy, as they graduate from high school, 16
graduates of this program will also be awarded full room and board scholarships, each valued at
over $200,000.

The Wagner College Raider Center will also serve as the hub for the many services that
Wagner College students perform in the school and in the larger Port Richmond community.



