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A man in full dress: Stephon Font-Toomer in character
as Macavity (KAREN O'DONNELL PHOTOGRAPHY)

Wagner's Stephon Font-Toomer at last fall's intrasquad
scrimmage. (STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE/HILTON FLORES)
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- RYMES HILL — Sweat dripping down his
face, pumping almost 400 pounds of iron,
Stephon Font-Toomer has a lot on his mind.

- Wagner Seahawks coach Jason Houghtal-
ing has called a scrimmage for 6 to 8 p.m. —
the same time his star linebacker is due on
stage for the first full dress rehearsal of the:
Wagner Theatre Department’s production of
Andrew Lloyd Webber's “Cats.”

For weeks now, the 21-year-old junior has juggled his:
GPA, pigskin, pirouettes and a part-time job. But this
time is different. _

“It’s a huge conflict, very stressful; I gotta pick
between which one,” he says, letting out a heavy sigh.
“The gravity of each situation is the same. ‘Dress’ is the
same as scrimmage — really important.”

He'll just do what he always does: Work it out.

See, despite looking like a typical “big, bad-ass foot-
ball player,” musical theater is a dream come true for a
guy who started acting when his third-grade teacher,
impressed by the way Stephon read, suggested he

tackle performing. *
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Wagner College Theatre wraps up its 2014-15 season with one of the world’'s most popular musicals, "Cats.” It opened on April 22 and runs through May 3.
(PHOTOS BY KAREN O'DONNELL PHOTOGRAPHY)
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Good thing Stephon’s mom
raised him on courage and
confidence.

“When I put my mind to
something, it’'s gonna get
done; now I just gotta grind it
out,” he says, firmly. “People
have respect for me because
I'm not just waltzing in. I un-
derstand the amount of work
required.”

Jockstraps and
dance belts

Stephon picks up shifts as
an event staffer on the Grymes
Hill campus to “put some
money in my pocket for when I
do have some free time, which
Ivery rarely do.”

Despite the pressure of
straddling polar-opposite
pursuits, he’d like to continue
football for as long as possible.
And if he doesn’t get an op-
portunity to take it to the next
level? He's fine with that.

The plan: Working in theater
and TV production.

“The cool thing is, I can
imagine a job where it requires
you to be on TV; the amount
of time you have to put in,”
Stephon says. “My perspective

on my situation now: juggling
class, school, football, theater,
work — it’s setting me up for
when I'm in a position with
a lot of responsibility. I'll be
ready.”

An internship at ABC,
NBC or ESPN would be ideal.
Much as he studied the work
of Denzel Washington or
Cowboys linebacker Sean Lee
to hone his current crafts, he
would relish the opportunity
to do firsthand research on,

say, Jimmy Fallon’s “Tonight
Show.”

Gridiron to bump 'n’ grind
As a freshman, Stephon
auditioned for Wagner’s 2013
production of the rock mu-
sical “Rent,” directed by To-
ny-winner Michele Pawk.
“Well, uh, that was a failure
— Ipracticed my songbut went
inand forgot the lyrics midway
through,” he says, chuckling.
“That was so’embarrassing —

but I kept trying.”

Soon, the linebacker’s
unique qualifications helped
score him a role in the 2014
Completely Students Pro-
duction of “The Full Monty,”
Terrence McNally’s hit play

about unemployed steel-
workers who drop trou to
make ends meet.

“I had this huge stripping
solo in the beginning that was
wild!” Stephon says, sounding
as though he doesn’t quite be-

Alex Weiss, Rachael Houser and Kelly Swint all done up in their feline costumes.

lieve it even now. “I couldn’t
picture myself doing that as
my first acting experience
here at school — but it turned
out to be one of the neatest ex-
periences ever.”

The, um, exposuregottheat-
tention of some studentsinthe
nationally acclaimed Wagner
College Theater Department,
who encouraged him to try out
for the Main Stage production
of “Spamalot.”

"1 figured, well, it’s worth
a shot. What’ve I got to lose?”
Stephon says in his slow and
steady voice. “I just want to
be great at both and to do that
is hard. Both require a lot of
dedication and focus. It’s a
challenge.”

Cuttothe chase: “Spamalot”
didn’t pan out (he doesn’t tap-
dance) but his feline focus
eventually landed him a plum
part as the villainous Ma-
cavity in “Cats.”

Sports and arts:
Segregation?

Stephon’s fellow Seahawks
aren't ripping him about ex-
changing his “eye black” for
greasepaint and swapping his
uni for a unitard.

His teammates’ excitement
is contagious: “When is it

starting? When do you guys go

on?” they keep asking.

Perhaps  it's  because,
Stephon says, both of his
“teams,” surprisingly, have
a lot in common: “Why seg-
regate jocks, theater Kids,
whatever? It’s all about hustle,
rhythms, effort, attitude,
memorization. Fundamen-
tally, that’s the foundation of
both. It’s no joke.”

Still, he realizes it’s unex-
pected: “I don’t think I look
that scary, but when people
look at me they can’t be-
lieve I aspire to singing and
dancing. Look, I don’t think
I'm that gifted. I just work
hard. I hope I can inspire
someone else to not let other
people tell them they can’t do
what they love.”

But wait: Will he make it to
dress rehearsal?

“It’s still up in the air —
not really my decision at this
point. I spoke to the coach
and he said he’s gonna talk
to the head of the theater de-
partment and try to figure out
a compromise,” Stephon says.
“Hopefully, they can work out
a solution. It’s helpful that
both sides are supportive but
it would be easier if there were
two of me.”

“Cats” runs through May 3
on the Main Stage.
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