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Wagner College’s Main Hall. President Richard Guarasci affirmed a preference for equity. Hilton Flores/Staten Island Advance

Profs spank Trump, Donovan

Letter conveys
dismay at travel
ban, other orders

Diane C. Lore
lore@siadvance.com

A group of Wagner College
professors has published
a letter strongly denounc-
ing the policies of President
Donald Trump.

The letter, which
appeared as a paid advertise-
ment on page B8 of Wednes-
day’s Advance, is signed by
33 Wagner professors from
various academic depart-
ments. It is addressed as “an
open letter to Rep. Dan Don-
ovan,” the Republican who
represents Staten Island in
the Congress. All but a few
professors who signed the
letter live in Donovan’s dis-
trict.

Donovan, who declined
to comment on the letter,
recently came out in sup-
port of Trump’s travel ban
on seven Muslim-majority
countries, declaring that it is
“in America’s best interest.”

“As educators and citi-
zens, we strongly condemn
the following actions and
executive orders of Presi-
dent Trump and the Trump
administration since taking
office on January 20, 2017,”
the educators wrote.

The letter “does not nec-
essarily represent the view
of Wagner College,” they
noted, “but of each of us as
concerned citizens and edu-
cators.”

“We condemn these acts
not in a spirit of partisan-
ship, but because they vio-
late basic principles of
American democracy, of
intellectual and scientific
standards and of interna-
tional responsibility,” they
wrote.

The letter lists five points
of concern, starting with the
president’s policy on immi-
gration and his travel ban.

“First and foremost we
condemn Trump’s Execu-
tive Order barring refugees,
immigrants and all nationals
from seven Muslim-majority
countries from entering the
United States,” they wrote.

“By functioning as a ban
excluding primarily those
of Muslim faith, this order
creates religious discrimi-
nation and does so inten-
tionally. This act does not
reflect our American values.
It does not reflect who we are
and directly impacts the stu-
dents and communities we
serve.

The travel ban wound up
in federal court, and Pres-
ident Trump has vowed
to take the issue to the
Supreme Court, if necessary.

Other concerns addressed
in the letter include Trump’s
stance on climate change;
his removal from the White
House website of any refer-
ence to LGBTQ rights, and
conflict of interest posed
by Trump’s failing to divest
himself of his international
business holdings.

The educators also called
him out on his scathing
denunciations of journal-
ists, and disregard of the
First Amendment, which
guarantees freedom of the
press.

“President Trump has
continued to treat the free
press and journalists with
contempt,” they wrote.

“We condemn his disre-
gard for the First Amend-
ment and the importance of
fact-based journalism to our
democracy. We condemn his
refusal to engage in healthy
and honest debate, which is
fundamental to the health
of this nation, and is the cor-
nerstone of any institution of
higher learning.”

According to several pro-
fessors who signed the letter,
it came about as the result of
debate and discussion on
campus among faculty and
students about White House
policy, in particular the
travel ban.

“There were a number of

topics that provoked discus-
sion,” said Dr. Lori Weintrob,
a professor of history, who
founded Wagner’s Holocaust
Institute.

“For myself,” said Wein-
trob, an Island resident
who is raising her family on
the North Shore, “the let-
ter speaks to several human
rights issues — immigration,
the Muslim community, the
LGBTQ community — the
diversity that makes our
Staten Island community
stronger, and a good place
to live.”

Dr. Laura Morowitz, a
professor of art history and
film studies, who was instru-
mental in writing the let-
ter and getting it signed by
colleagues, said the letter
“was motivated by the dis-
tress and disappointment
that a number of us on the
faculty felt upon hearing
of the Executive Act and of
other recent activities of the
Trump administration.”

“We wanted to go on
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record as opposing these
actions, and also to make
clear to the wider Staten
Island community that we
stand with those who are
also affected and aghast at
Trump’s acts since becom-
ing president,” she said.
The letter was addressed
to Donovan “in the hope
that he will understand how
these actions affect us, our
students and the communi-
ties we work with,” she said.
Wagner spokesman Lee
Manchester said the college
supports “all faculty mem-
bers who choose to construc-
tively express their views.”
Earlier, Wagner College
President Dr. Richard Guar-
asci, in a letter to faculty and
students that was published
on the college website, said
the college remains “com-
mitted to liberal education,
to inclusion, and to equity,
and we will continue to
spread these values through
the work that we do with our
students, faculty and staff.”
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