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Staten Island choruses: Many voices to be raised, singing 
some of the same songs 

by MICHAEL J. FRESSOLA 

 Ordinarily civil singing groups — the Wagner College Choir and Richmond Choral 
Society (RCS) — are nose-to-nose for a vocal smack-down this spring? 
 Both have booked the same brilliant item, the “Requiem” of Maurice Durufle (1902-
1986), for concerts a week apart. 
 So, will there be blood, tears, cries of, “Fuggetaboutit, you dirty copycats: Get outahere!” 
 Very unlikely. 
 Nevertheless, such duplications are rare. Groups in the same market usually avoid 
overlap (except in the unavoidable instance of Christmas carols). 
 Roger Wesby, who looks after the college’s singing groups said he didn’t realize 
Richmond Choral director Marina Alexander had already programmed the Durufle when he 
earmarked it. 
 Still, he is not worried about Durufle overkill: “I really don’t think our audiences overlap 
that much,” Wesby said. 
 Truth is, having this requiem twice is a rare and welcome opportunity, a privilege for 
Island choral audiences. 
 The other thing is: The piece exists in different configurations. Durufle, a notorious and 
insatiable perfectionist, returned to the music several times to tinker with the arrangements, vocal 
parts and instrumentations. 
 Wagner and Richmond Choral are nearly certain to take different paths. 
 Wagner’s Durufle “Requiem” will take place May 4 at 4 p.m. in Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 309 St. Paul’s Ave., Stapleton. Tickets are $20, available at the door. 
 Richmond Choral’s concert, “The Spirit Sings,” will be May 17 at 8 p.m. is St. Clare’s 
R.C, Church, 110 Nelson Avenue, Great Kills. 
 Besides the Durufle Requiem, the 65-member chorus will sing “O Saviour Tear Open the 
Heavens,” and “The Spiritual Song” and “Lord, Thou Hast Been Our Refuge” by Ralph Vaughan 
Williams. 
 Admission is $25, general; $20, seniors; $10, students; all available at the door. Check 
out RichmondChoral.com for details. 
 
OTHER VOYCES, OTHER ROOMS 
 Wagner and RCS don’t own the season. 
 The first choral opportunity of spring arrives April 27, fronted by a director with ties to 
both camps — Wagner and Richmond Choral. She is Beth Johanning, who also directs Voyces, 
the newest ensemble on the Island. 
 Her “O Wisdom” program — April 27 at 4 p.m., also in Trinity Lutheran Church — will 
feature the Hildegard Ensemble and the Wagner College Treble Choir. The program will be half 



sacred and half secular with one send-up by the infamous PDQ Bach, the notorious 
satirist/scholar. 
 “O virtus sapientiae” by Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179), sung by the 10-voice 
Hildegard Ensemble, will start the program. Also: “Tota pulchra es” by Maurice Durufle, “Ave 
verum Corpus” by Francis Poulenc, and Pergolesi’s devotional Easter work “Stabat Mater”. 
 After intermission — holiness will give way to idealism, willfullness, romance and 
hilarity. Among the pieces: Thomas Morley’s “It Was a Lover and His Lass,” with text by 
Shakespeare; Morley’s madrigal “Though Philomela Lost Her Love”; “Sigh No More, Ladies” 
by Ralph Vaughan Williams, adapted from his opera; and “Sir John in Love” from “Falstaff.” 
 The Treble Choir will sing “Superfluous Hair” by American composer William Schuman, 
from his cycle “Mail Order Madrigals” based on text from the 1897 Sears Roebuck Catalogue, a 
dissonant riff on the horrors of feminine whiskers. 
 Finally, listen for “My Bonnie Lass, She Smelleth” by PDQ Bach, naturally. 
 Admission is $15 for adults (at the door); listeners under 18 are free. 


