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In this thesis we discuss the importance of ratios and how to teach them in early 

education.  We take a look at the history of ratios and the different angles of how to teach it. 

This thesis is focused on how to teach ratios in schools at a young age.  I believe that if we create 

fun activities for young children, we will be able to build on their knowledge and comprehension 

skills on the topic of ratios.  Understanding the importance of ratios and the various ways to 

teach/introduce this functionality, will allow students to gain a better understanding throughout 

school and in real life situations. 

Ratios are an important concept that individuals need to learn and understand.  People 

may not realize how often rations are used and appear in our daily life.  We can see them when 

we are grocery shopping, when we are cooking, when we are getting from one place to another, 

and when comparing such as how many girl students there are to boy students.  Ratios need to be 

identified as something that is significant in our ability to go about our daily responsibilities and 

tasks. 

Ratios is one of the foundations needed for students to be able to learn and understand 

mathematics.  In mathematics, you will see that ratios are centered around developing concepts 

and skills related to a constant rate of change, a comparison of things, and slope.  Ratios can be 

taught starting as early as third grade and all the way through college.  You first introduce ratios 

by comparing two objects to one another.  For example, “What is the ratio of people waiting in 

line for Ride A to people waiting in line for Ride C?”  In early education, ratios are taught by 

teaching a basic simple comparison.  As students move through the educational system, when 

reaching college, ratios may become more complex.  Ratios are a topic that everyone should 

learn and understand.  This paper will discuss the early strategies/lessons you learn and 



understand through the more advanced and complex ratios that you will find in college, daily life 

and possibly employment. 

 Ratios are the quantitative relation between two amounts showing the number of times 

one value is contained within the other.  In other words it is two different numbers that show 

how one number is contained within the other number.  Ratios say how much one thing is 

compared to another thing.  To find the ratio of two quantities, both quantities must have the 

same unit of measure for the answer to be determined.  When writing out the answer, you do not 

include the unit of measure.  To make solving easier for students, they convert the ratios to 

fractions.  The fractions are representing numbers/quantities rather than the relationship between 

the quantities. 


