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Member Spotlight:

Shortly after John lasparro ‘72 graduated from
Wagner College he embarked on a long journey
of service to both Wagner and the Staten Island
community at large. Throughout his thirty-one-
year career as a teacher, twenty-four at Dreyfuss
Intermediate School where he had been a stu-
dent, he engaged in numerous service endeav-
ors, principally in the athletics field. Along the
way, John earned his Master’s Degree from
Wagner in 1976.
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" Areas where John was instrumental include the

aN | % .o+ % Dennis Barrett Award, which recognizes high

U " school football players who exhibit outstanding
talent, leadership, and academic achievement. Friends of Staten Island Football
selects high school all-star teams and has acquired free ambulance service at
games. In 2012 he received the Staten Island Advance Service Award and is also
a past recipient of the Thomas O’Connor Award for service to the Staten Island
community.

But it is his service to Wagner College that shines the brightest. As a student,
John credits Dr. Bob Anderson as his trusted advisor and student-teacher mentor.
He also lists professors Leach, Sippo, and Drier as having a positive influence
while on campus. After graduation, John, as a Delta Nu brother, was instrumen-
tal in creating an endowed scholarship, as well as the establishment of the Wag-
ner War Memorial, which included helping to raise $35,000 for benches in front
of the Spiro Center that are dedicated to alumni who gave their lives in combat.
John also serves on the Wagner Hall of Fame Committee, and was also instru-
mental in starting the “Businesses for Basketball” program, helping local busi-
nesses procure Wagner Basketball tickets for their customers. In 2013 John was
the recipient of the Kevin Sheehy Leadership Medal, a fitting honor bestowed by
Wanger College on an alumnus who has given so much to his alma mater.

Greetings from the Hill!

Well, Spring finally made an appearance on campus just in
time for our April Guild Luncheon and WHAT A LUNCH-
EON IT WAS! Our guest speaker Chuck Casio '68, an alum,
an educator, an author and Phi Sigma Kappa brother “packed
the house”! Giving us a first ever “good/bad dilemma” we
had to turn down last minute requests to attend. Let’s hope
this is a good omen for our June 5th luncheon when we will
celebrate our first couple Mary and Angelo Araimo. A word
of advice, REGISTER EARLY so that you may help us pay
tribute to our outgoing college president and his wife - two
folks who have championed our mission and our efforts

to support Wagner College and our wonderful students. (We
had four superb students at the luncheon and one of them,
Gabriella Menendez, is the "student spotlight.")

Hoping to see you in June!
Aletta

Aletta Kipp Diamond ‘65 H ’15

Make a difference and Leave a Legacy! You can help the Guild

further its mission by endowing your annual fund gift. You will
be making a difference in the lives of the students that follow.
Please contact me for details:

David J. Martin—718-420-4341 or dmartin@wagner.edu

Student Showcase

We were delighted to meet Gabriella Menendez *24 at the April
luncheon. Gabriella was invited by Hank & Bob Murphy be-
cause she is the recipient of the scholarship that they created in
honor of their mother — the Louise W. Murphy (Gold Star Moth-
er) Track and Field Scholarship. Gabriella is a dual major in psy-
chology and education and desires to be an elementary school
teacher in the K-3 classes. She determined to make a positive
impact on those young lives. Gabriella performed her student teaching at PS 13 in
Rosebank and said it was a fabulous experience. She said, “I had the best experi-

3 ence student teaching at PS 13 not only because of how great
the students were but also the learning experiences I will now
take with me as a future educator.” While Gabriella loves teach-
ing, she has a passion for running and has been a member of our
track and field team for the last four years. She is a sprinter and
competes in sprint races, relay, and hurdles. When asked about
Gabriella receiving the Louise Murphy scholarship, Hank Mur-
phy said, “My mother raised three boys and would have loved
to have had a daughter like Gabriella. Mom would be thrilled to know that Gabriella
is the recipient of her scholarship.”
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