
Save the Dates: 

April 9, 2025—Spring Luncheon 

June 11, 2025—Summer Luncheon 

Make a difference and Leave a Legacy!  You can help the Guild 

further its mission by endowing your annual fund gift. You will 

be making a difference in the lives of the students that follow. 

Please contact me for details: 

David J. Martin—718-420-4341 or dmartin@wagner.edu 

Member Spotlight: 

 

In 2023, the Estate of Warren Procci ' 68 H' 17 
bequeathed $2 million to create the Warren R. 
Procci, M.D., Chair in Science in honor of 
Otto and Linda Raths. This honor speaks vol-
umes about two individuals whose lives and 
dedication have meant so much to Wagner 
College over many decades. 

For Physics Professor Otto Raths, it all started 
when he first came to teach at Wagner in 
1964. The school’s dress code required male 
faculty members to wear a jacket and tie. In classic Raths fashion, he removed 
both when he entered the classroom, thus setting his sartorial tradition. And 

something else endeared Raths to his students. 
The size of the small college enabled him to 
spend considerably more time with them, which 
was greatly appreciated. But the accurate measure 
of what Otto Raths has meant to his Wagner stu-
dents over the years can best be explained by Dr. 
Brian Mignola ' 84, who puts Rath at the top of 
his list of favorite science professors:  “He was 
one of the best teachers at any level – grade 
school to medical school. He made a complicated 
subject very understandable.” 

The Raths' influence extended beyond the class-
room. Biology Professor Linda Raths, '73, began her teaching career at Wagner 
after graduating and continued while obtaining her Master’s degree. Her love for 
her work and her students mirrors that of her husband. She has taught the most 
First Year Learning Communities since 1998 when The Wagner Plan for the 
Practical Liberal Arts began. One of her students, Nadia Lopez, '98, now the 
Principal of Mott Hall Bridges Academy in Brownsville, Brooklyn, can attest to 
Linda's impact: “Professor Linda Raths stands out because she made learning 
exciting and shared her love for her discipline.” 
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Greetings from the Hill! 
 

I hope you and yours have a very merry holiday; for those of 
you hailing from warm climates, ENJOY. It has been bitter cold 

on campus lately. That being said, our December luncheon ex-
uded warmth. The Faculty Dining Room was packed, and our 

guest speaker, Ed Burke, did his usual fine job. Ed spoke fondly 
of his years at Wagner as well as the time spent serving many 
Boro Presidents. Ed perfectly exemplifies a Wagner Alumnus 

who enhances the Staten Island community. Our student at-
tendees continue to WOW us with their love for Wagner and we 

always enjoy their presence. 
 

I am looking forward to seeing many of you at our Spring luncheon on April 9th. 
 

Wishing all a HEALTHY AND HAPPY 2025! 
 

Fondly 

Aletta 
Aletta Kipp Diamond ' 65 H ' 15 

President’s Remarks 

2nd Edition 2024, December 

Student Showcase 

Joseph Savage '27 is a Wagner sophomore and proudly 
holds the prestigious Joseph Parise & Donald Richards 
Memorial Scholarship. Originally from Lehi, Utah, 
Joseph's artistic journey is deeply rooted in his 
hometown. He spent his childhood on a farm where he 
nurtured ducks and pigs. His fondest memories involve 
joyfully cleaning the animal pens and collecting freshly 
laid eggs as he sang to the animals, merging his chores 
with a passion for music. This unique blend of rural life 
and artistic expression has shaped Joseph's approach to 
theatre performance. 

Driven by an unyielding love for singing, Joseph made 
the significant leap to attend Wagner College, motivated by his aspiration to return 

to the bustling embrace of the "Big Apple," where his family roots run deep. Grow-
ing up in a close-knit, small-town community, the dream of sharing his unique 
voice and captivating stories with a larger audience always seemed like a distant 
oasis. Now, as he thrives at Wagner, just a stone's throw from the vibrant streets of 
New York City, he has found a sense of belonging. Here, his dreams of connection 
and expression can flourish.   
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