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PRODUCTION OF 

The videotaping or other video or 
audio recording of this production 

is strictly prohibited. 

DIRECTED BY 
SAMANTHA HERMANSEN  

CHOREOGRAPHY BY  
JENNIFER CARR -ARENA  

MUSICAL DIRECTION BY  
RINA SKLAR  

ASSISTANTS  

KRISTEN LARTEY, DANIELLA COLELLA, GIANNA MONTANTI  

LIGHTING TECHNICIAN  
VICKI NEAL  

SOUND BY 
MAXIMUM SOUND 

SET DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION  
GAB POSKA, IN THE WORKS  



Big Bright Beautiful World Mama Ogre, Papa Ogre, Storytellers, Shrek 

Story of My Life 
Pinocchio, Wicked Witch, Peter Pan, 
Ugly Duckling, Three Little Pigs, Mama 
Bear, Big Bad Wolf, Captain of the Guards 

Whatõs Up, Duloc? (Part 1) Duloc Performers 

Whatõs Up, Duloc? (Part 2) Ensemble, Lord Farquaad 

Whatõs Up, Duloc? 
(Reprise) 

Ensemble, Lord Farquaad 

I Know Itõs Today Young Fiona, Teen Fiona, Adult Fiona 

Travel Song Donkey, Shrek 

Forever Dragon, Knights, Donkey 

This Is How A Dream 
Comes True 

Fiona 

Morning Person Fiona, Ensemble 

I Think I Got You Beat Fiona, Shrek 

Make a Move Donkey, Storytellers, Shrek 

Morning Person (Reprise) Fiona 

Freak Flag 
Gingy, Big Bad Wolf, Baby Bear, Shrek, 
Pinocchio, Ugly Duckling, Mama Bear 

Big Bright Beautiful World 
(Reprise) 

Shrek 

Finale Fiona, Shrek, Donkey, Ensemble 

Iõm A Believer Ensemble, Fiona, Shrek 





Dearest Eloise and Josephine,  
h~¥ p¢t ¤wt q¢xvw¤t£¤ £¤p¢£ x} ~¥¢ up|x{©Ą£ £z©0 ft {~¦t 
you endlessly. We are proud of you to the moon and 
back again. Break a Leg!  

All Love Always,  
Mommy, Zio, and Grandpa 
and, of course, Grandma in Heaven 

Grˉn˚ʦ & P˛ʜ- p˛ʜ 
l˛ʁʍ tʙ ɽɫʍ y˛ʢ 
ˡpˉʿʵɳʍ ˛ʘ staɮʍ! 



Sarah Backis is performing in her 
second ACT production, previously 
appearing as Grandma Georgina 
in last summer's production of 
Willy Wonka, Jr. 
 

Cristina Buttaro is thrilled to be a 
part of her 2nd production with 
ACT as the Wicked Witch. She has 
appeared in many shows with her 
most memorable being: The Ad-
dams Family (Grandma), Finding 
Nemo (Crush), Aladdin (Rajah), 
Matilda (Mrs. Phelps), and the 
Candy Man in last summerôs ACT 
show Willy Wonka, Jr. She was 
happy to showcase her vocal talent 
when given the opportunity to sing 
a solo. Cristina also sings with her 
school choir which recently per-
formed at St. George Theatre. She 
would like to give a special thanks 
to her family and friends for all their 
support and her teachers, Ms. 
Sam, Ms. Rina, and Ms. Jenn. She 
would also like to thank her vocal 
teacher, Ms. Noa, for her guidance 
and support. 
 

Victoria Buttaro is thrilled to be a 
part of this cast, and is grateful to 
be playing Fiona! This is her 3rd 
show with ACT. She recently ap-
peared in Peter Pan, Jr. (Wendy) 
and Willy Wonka, Jr. (Veruca Salt). 
Other recent credits include: Matil-
da (Matilda), Seussical (Gertrude 
McFuzz), The Addams Family 
(Wednesday), Beetlejuice (Delia), 
Cinderella (Cinderella). In June, 
she will be performing in Guys & 
Dolls as Nicely-Nicely Johnson. 
When not on stage, Victoria enjoys 
playing piano, baking, dancing, 
and singing. She will be attending 
PPAS for musical theatre in the 
fall. She would like to thank her 
family and friends for their support; 
Ms. Sam, Mrs. Jenn, and Mrs. 
Rina for their hard work and dedi-
cation; and her vocal teacher Ms. 
Noa for all her help! 
 

Aurelia Cruz is a 6th grader at 
Notre Dame and has been per-
forming since she was 5. Her fa-
vorite roles include: Into the Woods 
(Jack), Willy Wonka, Jr. (Veruca), 
and Seussical (Horton). Aurelia 
also enjoys softball, piano and Girl 
Scouts. Break a leg to the cast and 
crew! 
 

Pearl Deller is making her ACT 
debut. She is hoping to put you 
ñunder-a-restò for laughing too 
much as she takes the stage as 
Captain of the Guards. She recent-
ly appeared as Scuttle in PS 45's 
first show The Little Mermaid. She 
has performed in Spotlight Theatre 
productions, including The Aristo-
cats, Matilda, Peace Love and 
Cupcakes, Broadway Bound, and 
upcoming in Guys and Dolls. She 
is loving her time at ACT, making 
new friends, and becoming more 
confident. Thanks to Ms. Sam, Ms. 
Jenn, and Ms. Rina for making this 
a wonderful experience. 
 

Rose Deller is appearing in her 
3rd performance with ACT, and 
she is so excited for everyone to 
run, run, run as fast as you can to 
see her as Lord Farquaad. She 
played the twins in last yearôs 
production of Peter Pan, Jr. and 
Mike Teavee in the ACT summer 
show Willy Wonka, Jr. She was 
recently Addapearl in IS 61's per-
formance of The Wiz. She has 
performed in numerous Spotlight 
Theatre productions including: 
Willy Wonka, The Aristocats, Matil-
da, and her favorite, as Portia in 
Cinderella. She is so thankful for 
Ms. Sam. Ms. Jenn, and Ms. Rina 
for giving her the opportunities that 
they have and for being awesome. 
 

Eloise DiDonna is thrilled to make 
her Main Stage debut. Last sum-
mer, she made her ACT debut as 
Charlie in Willy Wonka Jr. In addi-
tion to theater, she plays piano, 

soccer, and swims. Eloise is thank-
ful to the entire cast for welcoming 
her. She is infinitely grateful to Ms. 
Sam and Ms. Jenn for fostering her 
growth as an actor, imparting their 
boundless theater knowledge, and 
developing her stage presence. 
 

Josephine DiDonna although the 
youngest cast member, is the most 
excited to be on stage. Last spring, 
she made her ACT debut as a Lost 
Boy in Peter Pan Jr. Her additional 
theater credits include Willy Wonka 
Jr. (Grandma Josephine), and Lion 
King Kids (Young Nala). In addition 
to theater, she plays piano and 
swims. Josephine thanks the entire 
cast for embracing her into the 
group. She is grateful to Ms. Sam 
and Ms. Jenn for their encourage-
ment and patience. 
 

Aisha Dmitrenko is in her 4th 
performance with ACT: Aladdin Jr., 
Peter Pan Jr., Annie Jr. and Shrek 
Jr. It has been an amazing journey 
for Aisha to be involved in the best 
known musicals, with the best 
team of teachers! The influence 
and inspiration she gained during 
four years of with ACT shaped 
Aisha's choice for high school. 
Next year, she will be honing her 
skills in Susan Wagnerôs Musical 
Theatre Program. 
 

Isadora Dodd is a rising young 
talent as a solo and musical thea-
ter performer. Isadora is known for 
her captivating voice and engaging 
character renditions. She has 
played Anna in Frozen, Wednes-
day in the Addams Family and 
Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz. Her 
favorite pastime is singing Christ-
mas songs. 
 

Elene Jikia is appearing in her first 
ACT production. 
 

Victoria Jikia is appearing in her 
first ACT production. 





Emerson Johnstone is excited to 
be part of her 4th show with ACT. 
Emerson is 10 years old, and is in 
fifth grade at St. Joseph Hill. Emer-
sonôs previous ACT credits include 
Aladdin Jr., Annie, Jr. and Peter 
Pan, Jr. She also participated in the 
SJHA high school productions of 
The Wizard of Oz and The Little 
Mermaid. Emerson would like to 
thank Ms. Sam, Ms. Jenn, and Ms. 
Rina for their help in preparing for 
the show. She would also like to 
thank her mom, dad, brother and 
family for their support, and her 
friends for coming to see the show. 
To the cast...break a leg! 
 

Ayla Klekman is thrilled to be 
performing in her first ACT produc-
tion. Look out for her as one of the 
3 Little Pigs, a Dancing Deer and 
one of the 3 Blind Mice. Ayla may 
only be 10, but she has been per-
forming on stage since the age of 
2. She is a dancer at RCDC Studio 
trained in jazz, tap, contemporary 
and lyrical and hip hop. She also is 
a musical theatre lover and over 
the past 2 years has performed in 
Jungle Book Kids, Legally Blonde 
Jr., and most recently she played 
Nemo, in Finding Nemo Kids. Ayla 
is in 5th grade and was recently 
accepted for Dance to Mark Twain 
MS for Gifted and Talented. She 
has loved every moment spent with 
her cast mates and has learned so 
much from Miss Sam, Miss Jenn 
and Miss Rina. She thanks them 
for helping her grow and learn to 
become a better performer. She 
wishes her cast mates an amazing 
show and can't wait to Let their 
Freak Flag Fly on stage!! 
 

Alison Locke is delighted to be 
part of this production, and to bring 
the Ugly Duckling to life. Alison 
loves performing, singing and 
dancing. She previously appeared 
in SJHAôs The Little Mermaid and 
ACTôs Willy Wonka, Jr. Alison is 

thrilled to be part of such a talented 
cast. Alison does tap and jazz at 
Mrs. Rosemaryôs Dance Studio. 
She also studies piano and voice. 
When Alison is not on stage, she 
enjoys attending Broadway shows, 
ballets, operas, and visiting art 
museums. A devoted student of the 
arts, Alison takes art lessons and 
sewing at a fashion school in Man-
hattan. She also enjoys playing 
tennis. Alison would like to thank 
Ms. Sam, Ms. Jenn, and Ms. Rina 
for their guidance and encourage-
ment, and her family for their end-
less love and support. Alison hopes 
you enjoy the show, and wishes the 
cast and crew, ñBreak a leg!ò 
 

Klarisse Maquiling loves to sing 
and dance. Whether sheôs playing 
with her cousins and friends or 
sharing stories, her cheerful spirit 
always shines through. 
 

Lia Mazzone is appearing in her 
3rd ACT show. Her previous credits 
include Peter Pan, Jr. (John Dar-
ling/Lost Boy), Annie, Jr. (July, 
orphan). She sends a huge thanks 
to her family and friends for their 
support. A big thanks to Sam, Jen, 
and Rina for everything they have 
taught her. Break a leg to the entire 
cast and crew. 
 

Charlotte McAvoy is a 6th grader 
at Notre Dame and is excited to 
take the stage in Shrek, Jr.! You 
can spot her as one of the 3 Little 
Pigs and the ensemble. This is her 
first year participating in theater, 
and she has loved every minute of 
being on stage. She previously 
appeared in her schoolôs produc-
tion of Cinderella. When not per-
forming, Charlotte loves dancing, 
spending time with friends, and 
adding a little sparkle to everything 
she does. Enjoy the show! 
 

Tristan McCahey is a creative 10 
year old boy who loves to explore, 
build, and create his own stories. 

Shrek, Jr. is Tristanôs third perfor-
mance with ACT. He loves working 
with such a talented cast. Look for 
him on stage as he proudly per-
forms as Puss in Boots! Tristanôs 
experience with ACT motivated him 
to apply for IS 61ôs Performing Arts 
Program, where he will attend in 
the fall. His goal is to experience 
more of the technical side, as well 
as strengthen his acting skills. We 
would like to thank Ms. Sam, Ms. 
Jenn, Ms. Rina, Sharon, Caitlin, 
and all of the interns for taking him 
under their wings. Thank you to 
everyone who came to support 
him! Enjoy the performance! 
 

Mikayla McDowell-Bryant is in 7th 
grade at Our Lady Queen of 
Peace. Her love of dancing, chore-
ography, and singing has led her to 
the ACT Program where she re-
cently starred as Mrs. Salt in Willie 
Wonka Jr. Mikayla loves to play 
piano, craft, build Legos, bake and 
karaoke. 
 

Carlo Minardi is thrilled to return to 
the stage for his second ever per-
formance, following his debut as 
the Elephant Bird in Seussical at 
St. Joseph Hill High School. He 
loves acting and hopes to continue 
performing for many years to come. 
He also enjoys boxing, video 
games, and Pokémon. He would 
like to thank Miss Sam for her 
inspiration and encouragement. 
 

Charlotte Morrelli is in her 3rd 
ACT show and is excited to per-
form as one of the 3 little pigs, the 
deer and an ensemble dancer. 
Charlotte is in 4th grade at Our 
Lady Queen of Peace, and is 10 
years old. She loves dancing and 
singing, and is on a dance competi-
tion team. She attends The Dance 
Arena that her mother, Ms. Jenn 
(ACT choreographer) owns. Char-
lotte wants to make her family, her 
mom and dad, and Ms. Sam proud. 



Alice Nerezko is a 4th grader who 
loves traveling and spending time 
with her sister. She enjoys a wide 
variety of activities, including piano, 
violin, singing, swimming and ballet. 
Alice has many exciting perfor-
mances coming up and is thrilled 
about her upcoming theatre perfor-
mance. 
 

Lilian Nerezko is a lively young girl 
who loves school and playing with 
her friends. She is in 2nd grade and 
enjoys dancing, playing sports, 
spending time outdoors, and stay-
ing active in every way she can. 
Lilian loves singing, composing 
poems and melodies and playing 
piano. She is looking forward to her 
upcoming performance in Shrek! 
 

Giada Olivieri is performing in her 
5th ACT production. She is in 8th 
grade at IS 7 and will be attending 
St. Joseph Hill in the fall. She has 
been performing since she was 5. 
Her previous shows include Legally 
Blonde, Footloose, The Wizard of 
Oz, Frozen, Cinderella, Aladdin Jr., 
Annie Jr., Mean Girls, Beetlejuice 
and Peter Pan, Jr. She is excited to 
perform her role as Story Teller in 
this show. She is grateful for her 
family who supports all that she 
does. 
 

Penny Palmieri is excited to per-
form in Shrek, Jr. This is her 3rd 
ACT show. She has been in Annie, 
Jr. (Maggie/Ensemble), and Peter 
Pan Jr. (Michael). Penny would like 
to thank her cast members for 
being a wonderful team, and would 
Ms. Sam, Ms. Jenn, and Ms. Rina 
for teaching her everything she 
knows and helping her grow. She 
would also like to thank her loving 
and supportive parents and sisters. 
She cannot wait for everyone to 
see this amazing show, and is 
proud to be a part of this loving 
community and cast. Enjoy the 
show! 

Adrian Petsukh is excited to be 
performing as Lord Farquaad in this 
production of Shrek, Jr.! Previous 
roles include Aladdin Jr. (the Sul-
tan), Annie Jr. (Sandy), and Peter 
Pan, Jr. (Smee). He loves being on 
stage, bringing characters to life, 
and making audiences laugh. He 
would like to thank his teachers and 
director for their support, guidance, 
and encouragement. Enjoy the 
show! 
 

Markian Petsukh is excited to be 
part of this production, playing the 
roles of Dwarf and the Little Ogre! 
Previously, he appeared in Peter 
Pan, Jr (Nana). He loves acting, 
learning new roles, and being part 
of the theater community. He would 
like to thank his teachers and direc-
tor for their support, patience, and 
encouragement. He hopes you 
enjoy the show! 
 

James Quinn is an 8th grader at IS 
24. He has been involved in theater 
since he was in preschool, attend-
ing musical theater classes and has 
been in countless productions. 
Most recently he played the role of 
Jack Kelly in the IS 24 production of 
Newsies Jr., which landed them a 
spot at the Borough Wide Arts 
Festival. He has also had roles as 
Crutchie in Newsies Jr., Tom Col-
lins in Rent HS Edition, Dennis in 
All Shook Up Youth Edition, Ren 
McCormack in Footloose Youth 
Edition, Oliver Warbucks in Annie 
Kids Edition, and will play Amos in 
Chicago HS Edition this July. 
James has been accepted to the 
Drama Department at LaGuardia 
HS where he will attend this Fall. 
 

Vivienne Rohlin is a 7th grader at 
St. Joseph Hill and is appearing in 
her 4th ACT show. Getting the role 
of teen Fiona is a dream come true! 
She is also happy to be Dance 
Captain. Vivienne is a student at 
Ms. Rosemaryôs Dance and Bran-

dyôs Dance Unique. She is trained 
in Irish step, hip hop, tap/jazz, 
theatrical and lyrical dance. This 
December, Vivienne will be return-
ing in the role of the granddaughter 
in the Christmas Show at the St. 
George Theater and this summer 
will be representing Staten Island in 
the Miss New Yorkôs Official Empire 
Star program. Vivienne is a high C 
soprano who can sing Italian and 
Latin. She is the song leader at 
mass for Hill, a member of Al Lam-
bertôs Tunnel to Towers chorus and 
St. Rochôs. Her hobbies include 
tennis, debate, going to Broadway 
shows, museums and operas. 
Vivienne would like to thank Ms. 
Sam, Ms. Jenn, and Ms. Rina for 
their mentorship and guidance. Vivi 
would also like to thank her dance 
instructors Ms. Luanne, Ms. Roe, 
Ms. Alyssa, and Miss Nicole; Ms. 
Doreen, and everyone at the St. 
George Theater; Miss Staten Island 
Madison Gattullo, Miss Richmond 
County Nadia Michel; Ms. Donna, 
Ms. Jackie and Ms. Dawn from 
Brandyôs. Love you, Mom, Dad, 

Cosette, Granny and Pop. 
 

Arielle Sklovskiy has been sing-
ing, acting, dancing since she was 
5. This is her 5th ACT performance, 
previously appearing in Annie, Jr., 
Aladdin, Jr., Peter Pan, Jr. and 
Willy Wonka, Jr. 
 

Camille Spencer is excited to be 
playing Gingy in this production of 
Shrek, Jr. This is Camilleôs fourth 
year with the ACT program. Last 
year, she played Tinker Bell in 
Peter Pan, Jr.; Tessie in 2024ôs 
Annie, Jr., and in 2023 was in the 
ensemble cast for Aladdin Jr. In 
addition to acting, Camille is a 
member of The Dance Arena, and 
loves tap, ballet, hip-hop, and jazz, 
as well as reading, crafting and 
spending time with her friends and 
family. 



Sabrina Stebner is thrilled to join 
the cast of Shrek, Jr., and perform 
on the ACT at Wagner stage. In 
March, she made her debut in 
Notre Dameôs performance of 
Cinderella. At only 10, she has 
many talents. Sabrina plays gui-
tar, the bells, is a beautiful artist 
and a superior 5th grade student. 
Sabrina is also a huge animal 
lover, helping her family rescue 
cats. She has 6 cats of her own! 
Thank you to everyone who came 
to support her; she loves you! 
 

Avery Loren Thomassen is 
thrilled to be playing the roles of 
Fiona and a Duloc Dancer in 
Shrek, Jr.! Avery has been per-
forming with ACT for the past four 
years. Favorite past roles include 
Rajah in Aladdin Jr., July in Annie 
Jr., Slightly in Peter Pan Jr., and 
Violet Beauregard in Willy Wonka 
Jr. Avery also performs with Spot-
light and in school productions. 
Avery is incredibly thankful for the 
support, encouragement, and 
guidance received during their 
time at ACT and is excited to 
continue growing as a performer. 
 

Grayson Thomassen is ecstatic 
to be sharing the role of Donkey 
in this production of Shrek, Jr. 
Grayson started her journey at 

ACT almost 4 years ago and 
appeared in their productions of 
Aladdin Jr. (the Fortune Teller), 
Annie Jr. (Star to Be), Peter Pan 
Jr. (Captain Hook), and Willy 
Wonka Jr. (Willy Wonka). Roles 
with other local productions in-
clude: Cinderella Jr. (Stepsister) 
Footloose (Rusty), and Wizard of 
Oz (the Lion). Grayson is forever 
grateful for Miss Jenn, Miss Rina, 
and especially Miss Sam for being 
a huge part of the past 4 years of 
her life, and helping her to be-
come the skilled actress and 
person she is today. She would 
also like to thank her cast mates 
and double, who helped bring out 
the best in her on and off the 
stage, especially during a difficult 
point in her life. Grayson hopes 
her efforts and hard work give her 
best performance yet. 
 

Madison Trakhtenberg is a 12-
year-old 7th grader at OLSS. This 
is her 2nd year with ACT. She has 
appeared in Peter Pan; Willy 
Wonka, Matilda, Oliver!, and 
many more shows since she was 
5! In addition to theater, Madison 
is an archer, enjoys painting, 
dance, singing, and attending 
Broadway shows. Madison thanks 
her family, friends, and the ACT 

staff for their support and believ-
ing in her! "You know what else 
everybody likes? Parfaits! Have 
you ever met a person, you say, 
'Let's get some parfait,' they say, 
'Hell no, I don't like no parfait'?" 
Donkey, Shrek (2001) 
 

Emma Viverito is a 13-year-old 
7th grader who loves performing 
and being part of theater produc-
tions. She previously appeared in 
the ensemble of Beetlejuice Jr. 
and worked on stage crew for The 
Lion King Jr. Emma dreams of 
becoming a singer or Broadway 
actress in the future. 
 

Avery Wertheimer is a 7th grade 
student at Blessed Sacrament, 
and performs at Spotlight Theatre, 
ACT, and St. Peterôs Drama. 
Some of Averyôs favorite roles 
include Cinderella (Cinderella), 
Annie Jr. (Miss Hannigan), Jo-
seph and The Amazing Technicol-
or Dreamcoat (Chorus), Willy 
Wonka, Jr. (Phinous Trout), Peter 
Pan, Jr. (Smee), and her upcom-
ing role Benny South Street in 
Guys and Dolls. Avery would like 
to thank Ms. Sam, Ms. Rina, and 
Ms. Jenn for putting on one of her 
favorite shows, Shrek!!! Break a 
leg to all the cast and crew. ñLet 
your freak flag wave!ò 

Congratulations Mikayla! 

Love Nanny & Poppy XO 
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