
SPECIAL TOPICS COURSES FOR SPRING 2022 

AH291-01 Introduction to the History of Western Architecture 

Professor Jessica Erichsen    W  1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

21st Skills: WC, C 

 

This introductory course will survey the evolution of Western architecture from the prehistoric 

period to the present day. Students will be introduced to the basic language of architecture, as 

well as examining the social, political, economic, technological, and religious factors that have 

shaped the distinctive phases and styles of architecture throughout Western history. Additionally, 

this course will seek to enhance critical thinking about the development of Western cultures 

through the exploration of their built environments. In doing so, students will further develop an 

understanding of the role and relevance of architecture in our current society, while being 

introduced to the methodological problems, issues and vocabulary of architectural design, 

cultural property, patronage, and conservation. 

 

AR291-01 The Art of the Poster 

Professor Jordyn Alvidrez    T  2:40 pm to 5:40 pm 

21st Skills: TC, CC 

 

This course will explore various methods of poster design. Students will survey design history 

and learn tools for print and digital production. 

 

AR291-FY Figurative Sculpture  

TBA Faculty   MW 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm  

21st Skills: CC 

 

This course will show students traditional approaches to sculpting the figure as well as 

contemporary methodologies. 

 

FM291-01 Writing for Series TV 

Professor Holly Van Buren   TR  9:40 am- 11:10 am 

21st Skills: WW, CC 

 

This course will explore the specific style of television writing through in-depth script analysis 

and several writing projects. Students will craft their own “spec” script based on a preexisting 

series, as well as begin the process of creating their own original pilot. The class will also 

include a wide variety of screenings, covering many genres, as well as distinguishing between 

network vs. streaming story structure and style. Screenings will include: Ted Lasso, Freaks and 

Geeks, Never Have I Ever, Search Party, Cheers, New Girl, Schitt’s Creek, Hacks, Arrested 

Development, The Good Place, Orphan Black and many more.   

 

DA291-01 Special Topics in Dance – Dance in the 21st Century: 

 Professor Christine Funsch  MW 11:20 am to 12:50 pm 

21st Skills:  UU, R, OO 

 

This course will be structured to permit the student to view dance through a variety of 

contemporary theoretical lenses including race, gender, and access. We will observe, read, 
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analyze, and discuss how choreography and performance reflect and reimagine current cultural 

systems. This course can be a substitution for DA395 Dance Criticism for requirement 

fulfillment towards the dance minor or major.   

 

EN291-IL Introduction to Digital Humanities  

Dr. Barth TR 2:40pm-4:10pm 

21st Skills:  T, C, WC 

 

This semester's Introduction to Digital Humanities is one unit in a two-unit ILC that 

also  includes AR 291-IL. In this course, we will explore fundamentals of DH and apply 

those  fundamentals to two linked projects: one in which we study Early Modern lyric poetry 

and  gather metadata to "define" the lyric genre, and one in which we work in conjunction with 

AR 291-IL to create a commonplace book. We will cover topics such as the history of the book 

as a  material object, manuscript and print history, commonplace books and miscellanies and 

their  central role in circulating new poems and ideas. Through a mix of creative and 

analytic  assignments, students will have the opportunity to encounter literature and the book 

through a  variety of media. 

 

EN 291-01 Reading Voice: Interrogating Lyric Poetry  

Dr. Barth  MW 1:00 pm -2:30 pm 

21st Skills:  RR, WC  

This course explores lyric poetry in English from the Romantic period through the present, 

while attending to older poetry that deeply informs lyric's evolution over time. From 

Romanticism's  focus on innovation and personal expression, to the dramatic monologues of the 

Victorian period  and Modernism's confrontation with war, destruction, and the need to keep 

going despite despair,  we will trace the "voice" in poetry as it moves, hides, surfaces and 

changes. Encountering the contemporary period - the "now" that is still being formed - offers an 

exciting opportunity to  think about how the idea of genre works (or doesn't), and how our own 

voices might contribute  to this evolving expressive art. 

 

 

 

GOV 291-01 The Politics of Poverty and Welfare,  

Dr. Frasier   M W 11: 20am -12:50pm 

21st Skills:  RR, WC  

 

This is a survey course in the politics of welfare and poverty. The major questions of this class 

are:  How welfare states operate to benefit the poor? And, in the United States, what are the 

differences in welfare policies at the state level? Therefore, we consider not just the poverty-

reducing regulations and programs, but theories underlying them. This is not a class focused on 

several adjacent questions:  What are the origins of poverty? What is the policy solution (the 

cure) for poverty?  These are important questions, but I am interested in students developing a 

comprehensive understanding of how policies handle poverty in the United States in particular, 

with reference to the larger context of the industrial/post-industrial rich nations. 

 



SPECIAL TOPICS COURSES FOR SPRING 2022 

 

HI 291-IL Special Topics: Music of the Holocaust,  

Dr. Weintrob   TR 11:20am-12:50pm 

21st Skills: UU, L, R 

The Nazi regime harnassed the power of music as propaganda to promote nationalism and unity. 

Yet against this force, arose in opposition, music in cabarets and jazz clubs, ghettos and 

concentration camps, to provide solace, hope and pride among politicized artists, Jews and 

others. Students will explore music as a tool of government control and individual creativity, 

including in classic and recent films about World War II and the Holocaust. Students will gain a 

deeper appreciation of the power of music and the arts, as well as the relationship of music, 

history and politics. 
 

SA291: Special Topics “Robinson, Rapinoe, & an Athletic Revolution” 

Nicole Gaudenzi,  TR 9:40am – 11:10am 

21st Century Skills: UU, OO, L 

 

Course description: This course will examine historical issues that have left ever-lasting effects 

in the world of sports. From Jackie Robinson’s debut in baseball to the United States Women’s 

National Soccer Team demanding equal pay for women’s athletics, we will explore the injustices 

seen in athletics over time that have impacted the field we know and experience today. 

 

  
 


