
Requirements for a Minor in Gender Studies 

 

A minimum of 5 units satisfying the following requirements: 

 

1 Gender Studies unit in the Humanities 

 

1 Gender Studies unit in the Social Sciences 

 

3 additional Gender Studies Courses 

 

AH 324H: Gender in the Visual Arts 

Professor Laura Morowitz   Monday, 1:00pm-4:00pm 

21st Skills: (UU) (RR) (C) (A) 

 

This course explores the relationship between gender and the visual arts beginning with the 

Renaissance and continuing to the present day, examining a wide variety of media including 

painting, sculpture, installation, photography, architecture, performance and film. Issues of 

gender are examined in relation to subject matter, stylistic preference, media, reception and 

criticism. Issues and topics to be explored include: sexual identity in artistic production; gender, 

race and art; queer theory in relation to the visual arts, post-colonialism and gender, themes of 

motherhood, prostitution and the female body; constructions of masculinity; the gaze and the 

gendering of vision. The course is interdisciplinary, drawing not only on art history but also on 

media studies, gender studies, women’s studies, psychoanalytic theory, film studies, architectural 

studies, as well as Marxist, feminist, postmodern and queer theory. We will learn about these 

issues through seminar discussion, readings, films and first-hand viewing of works of art. Pre-

requisite: any art history or gender studies course. 

 

FM 291: Women and Hollywood 

Holly Van Buren    Wednesday, 9:40am-12:40pm 

21st Skills: (R) (O) (C) (A) 

 

Women and Hollywood will examine the role of women, both on screen and behind the scenes. 

Presented as a non-chronological survey course, week to week, students will explore noteworthy 

directors, screenwriters, actors, editors, producers, hyphenates, studio executives, and 

critics/columnists -- covering both film and television. Additionally, students will examine 

exactly how women appear on screen, exploring the earliest representations in 

1920s Hollywood to the Bechdel test to intersectionality and trans representation today. A 

sample of the Hollywood figures to be explored include: Alice Guy-Blaché, Dorothy Arzner, 

Louella Parsons, Bette Davis, Irna Phillips, Edith Head, Elaine May, Polly Platt, Barbra 

Streisand, Mary Tyler Moore, Oprah Winfrey, Nora Ephron, Pauline Kael, Thelma 

Schoonmaker, Shonda Rhimes, Ava DuVernay, Mindy Kaling, Laverne Cox, and many more. 

 

 

 

 

 



GOV 291: Contemporary Feminist Theories 

Professor Patricia Moynagh  Wednesday, 1:00pm-4:00pm 

21st Skills: (WC) (UU) (S) (RR) (0) 

 

This course examines contemporary feminist thought from a variety of theoretical and 

international perspectives. Topics will include phenomenology and embodiment, the politics of 

production and reproduction, the structural dimensions of sexual oppression, “the sex wars,” 

sexual desire, and the construction of masculinity among others. The course analyzes key topics 

as intersecting with race, class, colonialism and the nation. The course also explores how 

contemporary feminist theories influence and are influenced by other interdisciplinary fields, 

such as queer studies, disability studies, transgender studies, and postcolonial studies.  

 

SO 320: Sociology of Gender 

Professor Bernadette Ludwig   Monday and Wednesday, 1:00pm-2:30pm 

21st Skills: (WC) (UU) (S) (RR) (D) 

 

The primary objective of this course is to develop a critical and sociologically grounded 

approach to the study of gender. Questions that will be considered in this class include: What is 

the difference between sex and gender? What does it mean to study gender from a sociological 

perspective? Are there different ways of understanding this concept? What does “doing gender” 

mean? What is feminism? How do social class, race, ethnicity, nationality, and age affect the 

meaning of gender and/or being gendered? Have concepts of femininity and masculinity changed 

over time? How are gender norms and gender ideals communicated through the media, religion, 

and the state? In addition, we will consider the role of individual agency by looking at different 

social movements (e.g. women’s liberation, gay rights). 

 

SW 105 Introduction to Social Work 

Professor TBD      Tuesday, 6:30pm -9:30pm 

Skills: (R) (U) (O) 

 

This course provides students with an introduction to the field of social work and to the 

various methodologies social workers use in their efforts to help their clients negotiate the social 

welfare system.  The complexities of the social welfare system are presented and contemporary 

issues in welfare structure and service delivery are discussed. Career opportunities in the social 

welfare field will be considered. 

  

SW 292 Introduction to Social Policy 

Professor Elizabeth Speck     Thursday, 11:20am -2:20pm 

Skills: (D) (W) (L) (UU) (WW) 

Examines problems and concepts of the policy process in the U.S., exploring the political, 

economic, and institutional frameworks which structure public welfare choices. This course 

covers problem and need analysis, policy analysis, program development, and program 

evaluation. 

 

 


